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[(  Module  Overview 


Technology  in  Our  World 

What  do  you  think  of  when  you  hear  the  word  technology^.  Computers?  Laser  surgery? 
Jet  planes?  How  about  pencils,  knives,  and  oxcarts?  Whether  it  is  complex  or  simple, 
technology  has  been  part  of  our  world  from  the  first  time  a human  picked  up  a rock 
or  a stick  to  use  as  a tool. 

In  this  module  you  will  explore  both  simple  and  complex  technologies.  You  will 
examine  the  impact  that  technologies  have  on  individual  lives,  on  society,  and  on 
our  environment.  You  will  consider  both  negative  and  positive  aspects  of  technology. 
The  module  begins  with  a look  at  a variety  of  technologies:  simple  and  complex,  past 
and  present.  It  then  goes  on  to  investigate  how  some  advances  in  technology  affect 
individuals  and  society.  The  module  concludes  with  a consideration  of  the  impact  of 
technology  on  the  environment.  In  your  exploration,  you  will  examine  and  respond 
to  a variety  of  texts  including  a memoir,  a short  story,  newspaper  articles,  a poem, 
photographs,  paintings,  a profile,  a biography,  and  a multimedia  clip. 

As  you  work  through  the  lessons  in  this  module,  you  will  write  a memoir,  plan  a 
personal  website,  write  a profile,  present  a monologue,  and  create  a postcard.  As 
well,  you  will  review  commas,  prefixes,  sentence  variety,  and  point  of  view.  You  will 
also  examine  satire,  foreshadowing,  and  author  bias.  When  you  have  completed 
Module  5,  you  will  have  explored  a variety  of  ideas,  feelings,  and  experiences 
regarding  technology  in  our  world. 
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Module  5:  Technology  in 
Our  World 

Section  1 

Technology:  Past  and  Present 

Section  2 

Technology  and  Medicine 

Section  3 

Technology  and  the 
Environment 


Assessment 

Your  mark  will  be  determined  by  your  work  in  the  Assignment  Booklets.  In  this 
module  you  are  expected  to  complete  three  section  assignments  and  a final 
module  assignment.  The  mark  distribution  is  as  follows: 


Assignment  Booklet  5A 

Section  1 Assignment  55  marks 

Section  2 Assignment  30  marks 


Assignment  Booklet  5B 

Section  3 Assignment  30  marks 

Final  Module  Assignment  23  marks 

Total  138  marks 

Be  sure  to  check  with  your  teacher  if  this  mark  allocation  is  valid  for  you. 
Some  teachers  like  to  include  other  reviews  and  assignments. 


Module  Overview 
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Section  1 


Many  people  refer  to  the  present  age  as  the  age  of  technology.  People  have,  however,  always  lived  in 
a technological  age  because  people  have  always  used  technology  to  satisfy  their  needs  and  wants. 

Ever  since  the  first  humans  appeared  on  Earth,  they  have  invented  tools  and  techniques  to  make  their 
work  easier  and  to  satisfy  their  needs  and  wants.  Human  lives  and  technology  are  intertwined. 

You  will  begin  your  exploration  of  technology  in  Lesson  1 with  a discussion  of  what  comprises 
technology.  In  Lesson  2 you  will  have  the  opportunity  to  consider  the  ideas  of  others  in  regard  to 
electronic  technology  when  you  read  and  respond  to  a satirical  essay  and  a magazine  article.  In 
Lesson  3 you  will  explore  ways  that  technology  can  keep  the  past  alive.  Finally,  in  Lesson  4,  you  will 
discover  how  to  create  your  own  website. 

In  working  through  these  lessons,  you  will  read  and  respond  to  a variety  of  texts,  practise  your  viewing 
skills,  experiment  with  language  and  different  formats,  and  review  some  punctuation  and  spelling 
conventions.  You  will  have  the  opportunity  to  express  your  ideas  and  feelings  about  technology 
creatively  and  critically. 
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Lesson  1 ■ What  Is  Technology? 


According  to  most  encyclopedias,  technology  refers  to  all  the  ways  people  use  their 
inventions  and  discoveries  to  satisfy  their  needs  and  desires.  People  have  invented 
tools  and  machines,  materials,  and  techniques  to  make  their  work  easier  and  to 
give  them  more  leisure  and  comfort.  In  prehistoric  times,  people  invented  spears 
and  fire  starters  to  make  their  lives  better.  Later,  people  discovered  water  power  and 
electricity,  which  made  work  easier.  Still  later,  technology  gave  us  electronics. 


Mr.  Charmer:  Do  you  know  what  this  is? 
Peter:  It’s  a whisk. 


Mr.  Channer:  That’s  right.  It’s  a simple  tool  used  to  beat  eggs.  It’s  not  very 
complicated,  but  it  makes  the  task  much  easier,  which  according  to 
the  encyclopedia  description,  is  what  technology  is  all  about. 

People  often  think  of  technology  in  terms  of  modern 
industrial  technology,  which  includes  everything  from 
the  development  of  electricity  and  cars,  to  radio  and 
television,  to  nuclear  medicine,  to  telecommunications 
. . . the  list  is  endless.  But  technology  isn’t  just  complex 
ideas  and  developments  such  as  the  Internet.  It  includes 
simple  developments  too. 


1.  a.  In  a small  group  or  with  a partner,  brainstorm  a list  of  technological  items  of 
the  present  and  related  items  from  various  times  in  the  past.  To  help  you  get 
started,  here  is  a sample  list: 


Present 

Past 

electric  lights 

candles 

cross-trainer  shoes 

high  button  boots 

Section  1:  Technology:  Past  and  Present 
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b.  Discuss  your  completed  list  with  a group  or  partner.  Consider  the  following 
questions: 

• What  are  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  technological  items 
in  your  list? 

• Why  do  people  continue  to  invent  and  expand  the  range  of 
technological  items  that  are  available? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  14. 

Journal  Entry  5 A 


People  continue  to  develop  new  technological  items.  Do  we  really  need 
more?  What  impact  does  technology  have  on  our  world?  (Think  about  the 
effect  of  technology  on  environment,  economics,  communication,  and 
relationships.) 


Mr.  Channer:  What  are  some  examples  of  technology  that  you  as  students  use? 

Megan:  Computers,  calculators,  CDs  and  CD  players,  DVDs. 

Mr.  Channer:  The  items  Megan  has  listed  are  all  electronics  and  relatively  modern 
technology.  Can  you  think  of  any  examples  of  technology  from  the  past  that 
students  use? 

Jamal:  How  about  paper? 

Nellen:  Books,  pens  and  pencils,  desks. 

Mr.  Channer:  Those  are  all  good  examples.  Often  something  is  so  much  a part  of 
our  lives  that  we  forget  that  it  didn’t  always  exist.  Funny  you  should  mention 
desks,  rhe  selection  you’re  going  to  read  next  is  about  a desk  with  a past. 
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“A  Desk  for  My  Daughter” 


Do  you  know  what  an  heirloom  is?  It  is 
something  that  is  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation,  such  as  great- 
grandfather’s watch  or  a silver  teapot  that 
belonged  to  great-great-grandmother. 

While  some  heirlooms  may  be  worth  a 
large  sum  of  money,  many  are  valued  more 
for  sentimental  reasons.  People  treasure 
heirlooms  because  of  the  connection  with 
something  or  someone  from  their  past. 


How  do  heirlooms  get  chosen?  Who  passes  them  on?  Who  receives  them? 
Do  you  think  this  kind  of  continuity  is  important?  Explain. 


Journal  Entry  5B 


“A  Desk  for  My  Daughter”  is  an  account  of  a mother  preparing  to  hand  down  a 
cherished  object  to  her  daughter.  The  text  is  a memoir.  (You  were  introduced  to 
memoirs  in  Module  3.)  Turn  to  page  192  of  Crossroads  8 and  read  “A  Desk  for  My 
Daughter.”  As  you  read  the  selection,  think  about  why  the  mother  wanted  to  pass 
the  desk  on  to  her  daughter.  Record  in  your  vocabulary  log  any  unfamiliar  words 
that  you  encounter. 

2.  Do  questions  1.  a.  to  1.  d.  on  page  195  of  Crossroads  8. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  14. 
Descriptive  Writing 

An  important  part  of  Gardner  McFall’s  memoir  is  the  description  of  her  desk. 
Reread  the  second  and  third  paragraphs  of  the  story.  Note  the  amount  of  detail  that 
she  gives. 

Descriptive  writing  provides  readers  with  a mental  image  of  something.  Writers  use 
the  following  techniques  to  create  images: 

• Give  facts. 

• Use  descriptions  that  appeal  to  the  senses. 

• Give  people’s  reactions  to  what  is  being  described. 

• Use  figurative  language  such  as  metaphors  or  similes. 

• Choose  descriptive  nouns. 


Section  1:  Technology:  Past  and  Present 
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3.  In  your  notebook  create  a chart  like  the  one  that  follows.  Find  one  example 
of  each  technique  from  the  second  and  third  paragraphs  of  “A  Desk  for  My 
Daughter."  The  first  one  has  been  done  to  help  you  get  started. 


Descriptive  Technique 

Example 

• Give  facts. 

• “circa- 1900,  fan-front,  slant-top” 

• Use  descriptions  that  appeal  to  the  senses. 

• Give  reactions  to  what  is  being  described. 

• Use  figurative  language. 

) 

• Choose  descriptive  nouns. 

y 

Compare  your  chart  with  the  one  on  page  15. 


You  might  not  use  all  of  these  techniques 
in  every  piece  of  descriptive  writing  that 
you  do,  but  if  you  can  use  some  of  them, 
your  descriptions  will  be  more  effective. 


4.  Think  of  an  object  that  you  really  care  about.  Using  the  descriptive  techniques 
in  the  memoir  as  a model,  write  a description  of  that  object.  Your  description 
should  be  about  ten  sentences  in  length. 


For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  15. 


Note:  You  may 
wish  to  review  the 
information  on 
comma  usage  in 
Modules  2 and  3. 


Using  Commas  Correctly 

Commas  are  used  to  group  words  in  a sentence  into  meaningful  units.  They 
usually  signal  readers  to  pause  briefly.  The  writer  of  ‘A  Desk  for  My  Daughter”  uses 
commas  for  a variety  of  purposes.  Look  at  the  following  examples: 

• Between  items  in  a series: . . . college  diploma,  love  letters,  a wedding-gift 
record  book,  the  first  magazine  that  published  my  poems. 


• Before  dialogue: . . . yelling,  “Mommy,  it’s  here!” 

• Before  the  conjunction  in  a compound  sentence: . . . she  hasn’t  ever  asked  for 
a desk,  but  she’s  as  excited  as  if  awaiting  her  best  friend. 
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• After  introductory  words,  phrases,  or  clauses:  Open  or  closed,  the  desk  was  a 
marvel. 

• Before  and  after  non-essential  words,  phrases,  or  clauses: . . . the  keyhole’s 
brass  plate,  which  I loved  instantly,  was  fancifully  etched  . . . 

Review  comma  usage  on  pages  20  and  21  of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 

5.  Copy  the  following  sentences  into  your  notebook.  Then  add  commas  where 
they  are  needed. 

a.  The  oak  desk  had  a brass  keyhole  recessed  slots  two  shelves  and  a 
secret  compartment. 

b.  The  author  wrote  letters  at  her  desk  and  later  filled  out  her  college 
application  at  it. 

c.  Bryce  had  never  played  the  game  but  he  was  excited  about  joining  the  team. 

d.  Mackenzie  St.  Lawrence  Fraser  North  Saskatchewan  and  Athabasca  are 
rivers  in  Canada. 

e.  If  you  need  more  paper  there  is  some  in  my  desk. 

f.  When  I got  to  the  arena  the  game  had 
already  started. 

g.  Because  Nolan  slept  in  he  was  late 
for  school. 

h.  Shazia  could  practise  for  the 
concert  or  she  could  study  for 
her  music  exam. 

i.  Roberta  demanded  “Why  do  I have  to  walk  the  dog?” 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  15. 

Writing  a Memoir 

Does  your  family  have  any  items  that  could  be  considered  family  heirlooms?  Can 
you  think  of  an  item  that  you  would  like  to  become  an  heirloom  to  pass  on  to  future 
generations?  A description  of  such  items  could  form  the  basis  of  your  personal 
memoir.  You  should  recall  that  a memoir  is  a descriptive  recording  of  a person’s 
own  experiences.  (You  may  wish  to  return  to  Module  3:  Section  1,  Lesson  1 to 
review  memoirs.)  A memoir  is  told  like  a story  from  the  first-person  point  of  view 
using  the  pronouns  /,  me,  we,  and  us. 


Section  1:  Technology:  Past  and  Present 
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6.  Do  question  2 on  page  196  of  Crossroads  8.  Use  the  descriptive  writing  checklist 
from  the  comments  for  question  4 on  page  15  to  ensure  your  descriptions  are 
effective.  Remember  also  to  practise  correct  comma  usage. 


For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  16. 


) 


Go  to  page  1 of  Assignment  Booklet  5A  and  respond  to 
questions  1 and  2 of  Section  1. 


In  this  lesson  you  examined  the  question, 
"What  is  technology?"  You  read  and 
responded  to  a memoir,  practised  descriptive 
writing,  reviewed  comma  usage,  and  wrote 
your  own  memoir.  You  will  continue  your 
exploration  of  technology  in  the  next  lesson 


Suggested  Responses 

1.  a.  Lists  will  vary.  Following  are  some  possibilities. 


Present 

Past 

electric  mixer 

whisk 

word  processor 

typewriter 

vacuum  cleaner 

broom 

CDs 

vinyl  records 

ballpoint  pen 

quill  and  ink 

b.  Did  your  group  reach  a consensus  on  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  items  in  your 
list?  People  continue  to  invent  and  expand  the  range  of  technological  tools  because  they  are 
constantly  seeking  ways  to  make  their  work  easier,  to  improve  their  living  conditions,  and  to 
give  them  more  leisure  and  comfort. 

2.  Question  1 . a.  from  Crossroads  8:  The  desk  is  important  to  the  narrator  because  it  played  a 
meaningful  role  in  her  childhood.  Because  her  father  was  in  the  military,  the  narrator’s  family 
moved  frequently;  the  desk  was  a constant  companion  for  her.  It  housed  her  treasures  as  well  as 
her  dreams. 
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Question  1.  b.  from  Crossroads  8:  Without  the  information  about  the  desk’s  history,  there  is  no 
significance  in  the  narrator’s  giving  the  desk  to  her  daughter. 

Question  1.  c.  from  Crossroads  8:  The  mother,  as  a young  girl,  finds  the  secret  drawer  by  accident. 
If  the  mother  tells  her  daughter  about  the  secret  drawer,  it  will  no  longer  be  a secret.  Some  of  the 
mystique  of  the  desk  will  be  lost.  Whether  you  would  have  made  the  same  decision  as  the  mother 
will  be  personal  opinion.  Be  sure  to  explain  your  response. 

Question  1.  d.  from  Crossroads  8:  Responses  will  vary.  You  might  respond  that  a desk  is  a type  of 
technology.  Perhaps  this  selection  was  included  to  suggest  that  although  technology  is  continually 
changing  and  improving,  connections  with  the  past  are  important  to  people. 

3.  Examples  may  vary.  Following  are  some  possibilities: 


Descriptive  Technique 

Example 

• Give  facts. 

• “circa- 1900,  fan-front,  slant-top” 

• Use  descriptions  that  appeal  to  the  senses. 

• “it  was  oak,  a smooth  honey  colour” 

• Give  reactions  to  what  is  being  described. 

• “dark  enough  to  ‘look  important,’  according 
to  my  mother” 

• Use  figurative  language. 

• “a  tree  tossed  by  the  wind”  (metaphor) 

• Choose  descriptive  nouns. 

• “the  desk  was  a marvel” 

4.  Use  the  following  checklist  to  ensure  your  description  is  effective. 

• Have  I included  facts  and  details  about  the  object  I am  describing? 

• Does  my  description  convey  a single  image,  impression,  or  emotion? 

• Would  rearranging  the  order  of  the  details  make  my  description  more  effective? 

• Have  I chosen  the  details  carefully?  Are  there  details  I should  add  or  leave  out? 

• Would  using  imagery  that  appeals  to  the  senses  be  effective  in  my  description? 

• Would  comparisons  be  helpful  in  conveying  my  description? 

• Would  literary  devices  such  as  metaphors,  similes,  or  personification  be  useful? 

• Is  my  choice  of  words  effective?  Have  I used  descriptive  nouns? 

5.  a.  The  oak  desk  had  a brass  keyhole,  recessed  slots,  two  shelves,  and  a secret  compartment. 

b.  The  author  wrote  letters  at  her  desk  and,  later,  filled  out  her  college  application  at  it. 

c.  Bryce  had  never  played  the  game,  but  he  was  excited  about  joining  the  team. 

d.  Mackenzie,  St.  Lawrence,  Fraser,  North  Saskatchewan,  and  Athabasca  are  rivers  in  Canada. 

e.  If  you  need  more  paper,  there  is  some  in  my  desk. 

f.  When  I got  to  the  arena,  the  game  had  already  started. 

g.  Because  Nolan  slept  in,  he  was  late  for  school. 

b.  Shazia  could  practise  for  the  concert,  or  she  could  study  for  her  music  exam, 
i.  Roberta  demanded,  “Why  do  I have  to  walk  the  dog?” 


Section  1:  Technology:  Past  and  Present 
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6.  In  writing  your  memoir,  did  you  remember  to  do  the  following? 

• Use  details  to  describe  your  chosen  object. 

• Use  the  descriptive  writing  list  to  ensure  the  description  in  your  memoir  is  effective. 

• Include  your  experiences,  thoughts,  and  feelings. 

• Write  in  the  first  person. 

• Use  commas  correctly. 

Being  the  careful  writer  that  you  are,  you  will,  of  course,  follow  the  writing  process  to  revise  and 
edit  your  memoir  until  you  are  satisfied  that  it  conveys  the  message  that  you  want  your  audience 
to  receive. 
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satire:  a type  of 
writing  that  uses 
irony  to  criticize  or 
ridicule  a subject 
in  a humorous  way 
in  order  to  make  a 
point 

sarcasm:  involves 
irony,  but  is  used  to 
hurt  or  criticize  and 
is  spoken 

irony:  a method 
of  expression  in 
which  the  intended 
meaning  is  the 
opposite  of,  or 
different  from, 
what  is  expected; 
may  be  written  or 
spoken 


Ms.  Elias:  In  this  lesson  you  are  going  to  read  a satirical  essay.  Do  you  know  what 

satire  is? 

Mario:  Isn’t  it  like  sarcasm? 

Ms.  Elias:  The  two  words  are  related.  They  both  share  the  use  of  irony,  but  there 
are  differences  between  satire  and  sarcasm.  Before  we  go  any  further,  perhaps 
it  would  be  a good  idea  to  discuss  the  differences  in  the  meanings  of  satire, 
sarcasm,  and  irony. 

• Irony.  This  is  a device  used  by  writers  to  show  a meaning  or  outcome  that  is 
the  opposite  to  what  is  expected.  It  is  a kind  of  humour  that  involves  stating 
the  opposite  of  what  you  mean  in  order  to  show  what  you  truly  mean.  For 
example,  calling  a small  cottage  a mansion  is  irony.  Two  common  types  of 
irony  are  dramatic  and  situational.  Dramatic  irony  occurs  when  the  audience 
knows  something  that  the  character  does  not.  Situational  irony  happens 
when  a circumstance  turns  out  differently  from  what  the  reader  expects.  For 
more  information  about  this  device,  read  “Irony”  on  page  217  of  your  English 
Language  Arts  Handbook. 

• Satire.  Satire  makes  use  of  humour  and  irony  to  point  out  a fault  or  to  criticize 
something.  Writers  use  satire  to  call  attention  to  what  is  wrong  with  an 
organization,  person,  or  society.  Newspaper  columnists  sometimes  use  satire. 
Satire  can  also  be  seen  on  TV  shows  such  as  “The  Royal  Canadian  Air  Farce” 
or  “This  Hour  Has  22  Minutes.”  For  more  information  about  this  device,  read 
“Satire”  on  pages  217  and  218  of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 


• Sarcasm.  Of  the  three  terms,  this  is  the  one  that  is  probably  used  most. 
Although  sarcasm  also  involves  irony,  it  is  the  spoken  use  of  sneering  or 
cutting  remarks  to  hurt  or  criticize.  For  example,  saying  “Nice  hair”  to 
someone  who  has  a poor  haircut  is  sarcasm.  Students  often  use  sarcasm  with 
each  other  in  an  attempt  to  be  funny,  but  sarcasm  can  be  very  hurtful. 
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“Learn  with  BOOK” 


In  attempts  to  improve  our  world,  new  technologies  are  continually  being 
developed  to  replace  older  technologies.  Some  people  argue  that  change  is  not 
always  for  the  better.  Turn  to  page  197  in  Crossroads  8,  and  read  the  first  paragraph 
of  the  satirical  essay  “Learn  with  BOOK”  by  R.  J.  Heathorn.  Then  answer  the 
following  question. 


1.  Predict  what  Heathorn’s  satiric  message  might  be. 


Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  27. 


2.  Do  questions  1.  a.  and  1.  b.  on  page  199  of  Crossroads  8. 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  27. 


Acronyms 


acronym:  a word 
formed  from  the 
first  letters  or 
syllables  of  other 
words 


Built-in  Orderly  Organized  Knowledge,  the  new  aid  to  learning  described  in  the 
selection,  is  referred  to  by  the  initials  of  its  name,  BOOK.  This  is  an  example  of 
an  acronym.  Acronyms  are  often  used  in  English.  Are  you  familiar  with  these 
acronyms:  CD-ROM,  NATO,  RADAR,  or  UNICEF? 

• CD-ROM:  Compact  Disc  with  Read  Only  Memory 


• NATO:  North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization 


• RADAR:  Radio  Detecting  And  Ranging 

• UNICEF:  United  Nations  International  Children’s  Fund  (formerly  United 
Nations  International  Children’s  Emergency  Fund) 


Can  you  think  of  any  other  acronyms  that  are  commonly  used?  Acronyms  often 
become  so  much  a part  of  everyday  vocabulary  that  people  forget  they  are 
acronyms.  For  example,  the  acronym  RADAR  has  become  accepted  as  a word 
— radar — not  as  an  acronym. 


1 8 English  Language  Arts  8:  Module  5 


3.  Rewrite  the  following  words  as  acronyms. 

a.  Self-Contained  Underwater  Breathing  Apparatus 

b.  Light  Amplification  by  Stimulated  Emission  of  Radiation 

c.  Mothers  Against  Drunk  Driving 

d.  Situation  Normal — ^All  Fouled  Up 

e.  Shock  Trauma  Air  Rescue  Society 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  27. 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

In  the  early  1800s,  a group  of  workers  in  England  smashed  machinery  to 
protest  against  mechanization  and  the  resulting  lowered  wages.  Known  as 
Luddites,  these  protestors  were  said  to  be  named  after  Ned  Ludd,  a worker 
who  supposedly  destroyed  two  large  knitting  machines  that  had  replaced 
skilled  hand-knitters.  The  term  Luddite  has  come  to  mean  any  person 
opposed  to  technological  change.  In  more  recent  times,  a newer  term  has 
been  coined — technophobe.  A technophobe  is  a person  who  dislikes  or  avoids 
new  technology,  especially  computers  or  other  electronic  technology. 


Journal  Entry  50 


The  Industrial  Revolution  refers  to  the  change  from  an  agricultural  society 
to  an  industrial  society.  Rapid  mechanization  took  place  from  about  the 
mid- 1700s  to  the  mid- 1900s.  It  has  been  said  that  with  the  development  of 
computers,  another  revolution  is  occurring.  What  would  you  call  the  era  of 
computers?  How  do  you  think  society  has  changed  since  computers  were 
introduced?  What  are  some  positive  aspects  of  this  change?  What  are  some 
negative  aspects? 


“Instant  Messaging” 

“Learn  with  BOOK”  is  a comment  on  society’s  readiness  to  replace  old  technology 
with  new  technology.  The  next  selection  examines  one  of  these  new  technolgies. 

4.  a.  In  a small  group  or  with  a partner,  brainstorm  a list  of  ways  that  people  have 
communicated  with  each  other  in  the  past. 

b.  Next,  make  a list  of  methods  of  communication  that  are  currently  in  use. 
What  do  you  notice  about  the  items  on  your  list? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  28. 
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The  text  you  are  about  to  read  is  a newspaper  article  about  a relatively  new  way  of 
communicating.  Read  “Instant  Messaging”  on  pages  200  to  204  of  Crossroads  8. 

5.  Why  is  instant  messaging  a unique  kind  of  communication? 

6.  What  new  information  did  you  get  from  reading  this  article? 

7.  How  did  the  author  organize  the  information? 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  28. 


Journal  Entry  5T> 


Do  question  2 on  page  205  of  Crossroads  8.  After  you  have  discussed  the 
questions  with  your  classmates,  write  your  thoughts  on  the  issues  in  your 
journal.  If  you  do  not  have  the  opportunity  to  discuss  the  questions  in  a 
class  situation,  think  about  the  questions  that  are  posed.  Then  write  your 
thoughts  in  your  journal. 


Online  Safety 

The  Internet  is  a wonderful  resource. 

It  can  provide  you  with  all  kinds  of 
information.  If  you  have  access  to  the 
Internet,  you  have  access  to  the  world’s 
largest  library. 

The  Internet  can  also  give  you 
opportunities  to  interact  with  people 
who  have  similar  interests  or  with  people 
who  are  experts  on  topics  that  interest 
you.  Using  e-mail,  chat  rooms,  or  instant 
messaging  are  ways  to  relax  and  talk  to 
people  that  you  would  otherwise  never 
meet.  You  should,  however,  be  aware  of 
hazards  that  could  be  encountered  online. 

8.  a.  What  issues  regarding  online  usage  do  the  safety  tips  on 
page  204  of  Crossroads  8 address? 

b.  What  other  tips  would  you  add? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  28. 
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If  you  have  access  to  the  Internet,  visit  the  following  websites  for  more  information 
on  Internet  safety.  Remember  that  website  addresses  are  subject  to  change.  If  you 
cannot  find  these,  or  any  other  websites  using  the  URL  given,  use  your  favourite 
search  engine  and  a key  word  search  instead. 

• Rules  for  Online  Safety 

http;//netsmartz.yahoo.com/WhatKjdsShouldKjiow.html 

• Yahooligans  Savvy  Surfing  Quiz 

http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/parents/kids/quiz.html 


Povifolb  Item  5 A 


Design  a bookmark  to  remind  younger  students  about  online  safety. 
Focus  on  one  safety  rule.  Your  bookmark  should  be  visually  appealing 
and  appropriate  to  the  intended  audience.  The  message  should  be  a clear 
warning,  but  not  frighten  the  audience. 


Parentheses 

Writers  use  parentheses  to  add  extra  information  that  will  help  the  reader  to 
understand  the  text.  Linda  Matchan  makes  use  of  parentheses  a number  of  times 
in  her  article  “Instant  Messaging.”  Following  is  one  example: 

Eric  to  Ariel:  It’s  $35.  That’s  3 /z  Presidential  Breakfasts  (at  Bickford’s  restaurant) 
with  3 Vz  sides  of  toast. 

Skim  the  article  to  locate  other  examples  of  parentheses.  Then  read  “Parentheses” 
on  pages  26  to  27  of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  to  learn  how  to  use  these 
punctuation  marks  effectively. 

Parentheses  are  also  used  in  scripts  to  set  off  stage  directions.  Look  at  the  following: 

Dickinson:  (applauding)  So  you  read  my  poems! 

When  using  parentheses,  be  sure  you  know  where  to  place  the  punctuation. 

• Punctuation  connected  to  the  sentence  and  not  the  parenthetical  material 
should  remain  outside  the  parentheses. 

Sal  had  one  thing  that  Cole  envied  (a  new  skateboard). 

• If  a complete  sentence  beginning  with  a capital  is  in  parentheses,  the  end 
punctuation  goes  inside  the  closing  parenthesis. 

You  can  talk  to  several  people  at  once — and  surf  the  Web  for  a homework 
project,  on  a different  window,  at  the  same  time.  (You  can  also  listen  to 
music  and  eat  a bowl  of  cereal.) 
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9.  Copy  the  following  sentences  into  your  notebook.  Then  insert  parentheses 
correctly  in  each  sentence. 

a.  Now  Bob  I mean  Robert  don’t  interrupt  until  you  hear  the  whole  story. 

b.  Some  of  the  instant  messaging  shorthand  includes  lol  laughing  out  loud  and 
jk  just  kidding. 

c.  Gretchen:  I’m  not  going  to  stay  here  another  minute.  She  flings  open  the 
door  and  exits. 

d.  Three  of  the  group  Hazel,  Lela,  and  Sonia  bicycled  to  the  games. 

e.  My  friend  Mark  was  born  in  London  Ontario,  not  England. 

f.  They  delivered  the  pizza  right  on  time  but  forgot  the  onion  rings. 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  29. 


Colons 

Another  language  convention  that  helps  to  make  things  clearer  for  the  reader  is 
the  colon.  The  author  of  the  article  “Instant  Messaging”  uses  colons  to  show  clearly 
who  is  posting  each  message.  Colons  are  also  used  to  separate  the  hours  and 
minutes  in  time,  to  indicate  that  a second  statement  clarifies  the  first  one,  and  at 
the  end  of  an  independent  clause  to  introduce  a list  of  items. 


To  review  these  and  other  uses  of  the  colon, 
go  to  Module  3:  Section  1,  Lesson  3,  or  refer 
to  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 
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Varying  Sentence  Length 


Ms.  Elias:  Reread  the  first  paragraph  of  “Instant  Messaging.”  Note  that,  in  this 

paragraph,  the  writer  uses  a series  of  short,  simple  sentences.  Why  do  you  think 
she  chose  to  start  the  article  this  way? 

Annette:  It  catches  the  reader’s  attention. 

Peter:  It  kind  of  creates  a feeling  of  suspense.  It  makes  me  wonder  what  is  going  to 
happen  next. 

Ms.  Elias:  Does  the  writer  continue  with  simple  sentences  in  the  paragraphs  that 
follow  the  introductory  paragraph? 

Annette:  Well,  she  does  use  some,  but  she  mainly  uses  compound  and  complex 
sentences.  If  she  had  continued  using  just  simple  sentences,  the  article  would 
probably  be  boring  to  read. 

Ms.  Elias:  Short,  simple  sentences  can  be  effective,  particularly  when  they  are  used 
to  emphasize  an  idea  or  action.  But  when  a writer  uses  too  many  short,  simple 
sentences,  it  creates  a choppy  effect. 

Look  through  your  journal  entries  to  see  if  there  are  any  pieces  of  Avriting  that 
would  be  enhanced  by  using  a variety  of  sentence  lengths.  Be  careful  not  to 
create  run-on  sentences  though. 

Megan:  I get  confused  when  I try  to  identify  sentence  types.  Can  you  review 
compound,  complex,  and  run-on  sentences? 

Ms.  Elias:  Sure.  You  might  also  want  to  return  to  Module  3:  Section  1,  Lesson  4 to 
review  “Sentence  Variety.”  And,  of  course,  you  can  always  refer  to  your  English 
Language  Arts  Handbook  for  help. 
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Compound  Sentences 


coordinating 
conjunction:  a 
word  that  joins 
two  things  of  equal 
rank,  for  example, 
two  independent 
clauses 


Note:  You  were 
introduced  to 
subordinating 
conjuctions  in 
Module  3. 


When  you  use  too  many  short,  simple  sentences,  your  writing  can  be  very  choppy. 
One  way  to  correct  this  problem  is  by  combining  short  sentences  to  create  a longer 
compound  sentence.  A compound  sentence  consists  of  two  or  more  independent 
clauses.  The  clauses  are  joined  by  using  a coordinating  conjunction.  Look  at  the 
following  example: 

I like  to  use  my  computer  to  talk  with  my  friends.  Instant  messaging  is  a 
convenient  way  to  do  this,  (two  simple  sentences) 

I like  to  use  my  computer  to  talk  with  my  friends,  and  instant  messaging  is  a 
convenient  way  to  do  this,  (compound  sentence) 

Turn  to  page  52  of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  to  review  coordinating 
conjunctions.  For  more  information  on  compound  sentences,  refer  to  page  71  of 
your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 

10.  Combine  each  pair  of  simple  sentences  to  create  a compound  sentence. 


a.  The  Maple  Leafs  play  in  Toronto.  The  Flames  play  in  Calgary. 


b. 


c. 


d. 


Lisa  instant  messages  with  Joe  in 
Nunavut.  Joe  instant  messages 
with  Lara  in  Texas. 


>S'  >c 


They  can  ride  with  me.  They  can  take  a bus. 
This  book  is  hard.  I am  enjoying  it. 


>s'  >f  X 

>r 

>s 


e.  The  movie  was  long.  The  plot  was  boring. 


f.  The  birds  fly  south  in  the  fall.  The  bears  hibernate. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  29. 
Complex  Sentences 

A sentence  with  one  independent  clause  and  one  or  more  dependent  clauses  is 
called  a complex  sentence.  The  dependent  clause  is  connected  to  the  independent 
clause  with  a subordinating  conjunction.  Look  at  the  following  example: 

There  was  a huge  crowd  although  it  was  storming. 

independent  clause  dependent  clause  (subordinating  conjunction  is  although) 

i he  first  clause.  There  was  a huge  crowd,  can  stand  by  itself;  therefore,  it  is  an 
independent  clause,  fhe  second  clause,  although  it  was  storming,  cannot  stand 
alone  and  make  sense;  therefore,  it  is  a dependent  clause. 
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A dependent  clause  used  alone  is  considered  a sentence  fragment.  When  a 
dependent  clause  is  used  alone,  it  creates  a feeling  of  incompleteness.  It  does  not 
state  a complete  thought.  Look  at  the  following  examples: 

After  school  is  over . . . (what  happens?) 

Because  you  were  sick . . . (what  happened?) 

When  I came  home  . . . (what  happened?) 

To  review  subordinating  conjunctions,  read  pages  52  to  53  of  your  English  Language 
Arts  Handbook.  For  more  information  on  complex  sentences,  refer  to  pages  71  and 
72  of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 

11.  Add  independent  clauses  to  each  of  the  folloAving  dependent  clauses  to 

make  complex  sentences.  If  you  start  your  sentence  with  a dependent  clause, 
remember  to  place  a comma  after  it.  (This  reminder  is  an  example.)  Two 
examples  have  been  provided  for  the  first  clause  to  help  you  get  started. 

a.  after  school  is  over 

After  school  is  over,  we're  going  skating. 

We're  going  skating  after  school  is  over. 

b.  because  you  were  sick 

c.  when  I came  home 

d.  until  she  found  the  key 

e.  since  he  visited  grandma 

f.  although  the  forecast  was  good 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  29. 

Run-On  Sentences 

A run-on  sentence  occurs  when  two  or  more  complete  thoughts  (independent 
clauses)  are  written  as  one  sentence  without  the  correct  punctuation.  While  a 
sentence  fragment  says  too  little,  a run-on  sentence  says  too  much.  Look  at  the 
following  example: 

Andy  tried  every  trick  he  knew  he  still  couldn’t  persuade  the  horse  to  Jump. 

A run-on  sentence  can  be  corrected  in  the  following  ways: 

• Separate  the  run-on  sentence  into  two  sentences. 

Andy  tried  every  trick  he  knew.  He  still  couldn’t  persuade  the  horse 
to  jump. 
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Make  the  run-on  sentence  into  a compound  sentence. 


Andy  tried  every  trick  he  knew,  but  he  still  couldn’t 
persuade  the  horse  to  jump. 

• Separate  the  two  independent  clauses  in  the  run-on 
sentence  with  a semicolon. 

Andy  tried  every  trick  he  knew;  he  still  couldn’t 
persuade  the  horse  to  Jump. 


For  more  information  about  run-on  sentences,  read  pages  75  and  76  of  your 
English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 


12.  Correct  each  of  the  following  run-on  sentences  by  using  one  of  the  methods 
described  in  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 


a.  Our  recreation  centre  is  great  we  go  there  a lot. 

b.  The  moving  van  arrived  very  early  we  were  still  sleeping. 

c.  Don’t  start  putting  your  model  together  without  reading  the  instructions 
you  will  just  waste  valuable  time. 

d.  Holly  won’t  be  able  to  help  with  the  decorations  Darby  will  if  she  has  time. 

e.  The  Carsons  drove  to  Montreal  they  spent  a few  days  sightseeing  before 
flying  to  New  York. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  30. 


In  this  lesson  you  learned  how  satire  may  be  used  to 
point  out  what  is  wrong  with  an  organization,  person, 
or  society.  You  read  an  informative  newspaper  article 
about  a new  way  of  communicating.  This  article  also 
alerted  you  to  some  of  the  potential  hazards  of  the 
Internet.  As  well,  you  reviewed  parentheses;  colons; 
and  compound,  complex,  and  run-on  sentences. 
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acronym:  a word  formed  from  the  first  letters  or  sarcasm:  involves  irony,  but  is  used  to  hurt  or 
syllables  of  other  words  criticize  and  is  spoken 

coordinating  conjunction:  a word  that  j oins  satire:  a type  of  writing  that  uses  irony  to 

two  things  of  equal  rank,  for  example,  two  criticize  or  ridicule  a subject  in  a humorous 

independent  clauses  way  in  order  to  make  a point 

irony:  a method  of  expression  in  which  the 
intended  meaning  is  the  opposite  of,  or 
different  from,  what  is  expected;  may  be 
written  or  spoken 

Suggested  Responses 

1.  Responses  will  vary.  Here  is  one  student’s  prediction: 

Heathorn’s  satiric  message  might  be  a criticism  of  how  quickly  new  electronic  gadgets  replace  old 
technology  even  though  the  old  technology  is  still  usable. 

2.  Question  1.  a.  from  Crossroads  8:  The  author’s  opinion  is  that  books  are  easier  to  manage  than 
“electronic  gadgets”  and  are  not  as  apt  to  break  down.  Students’  opinions  will  be  personal.  Have 
you  explained  why  you  agree  or  disagree  with  the  author’s  opinion? 

Question  1.  b.  from  Crossroads  8:  The  author  uses  satire  to  call  attention  to  the  idea  that  change 
for  the  sake  of  change  is  not  always  better.  Most  people  would  probably  agree  that  the  author’s  use 
of  satire  is  an  effective  way  to  make  a point.  It  makes  people  pause  and  think  about  the  issue. 

Examples  of  satire  from  the  essay  include  the  following: 

• Heathorn  makes  fun  of  the  way  technology  is  praised  for  saving  time  and  making  life  easier. 
In  his  view,  a book  is  faster  and  simpler  to  use. 

• Heathorn  satirizes  the  use  of  technological  jargon  by  using  it  to  describe  simple  things  such 
as  reading  and  turning  the  page. 

• Heathorn  makes  fun  of  the  way  people  think  something  is  better  simply  because  it  is 
new  technology. 

3.  a.  Self-Contained  Underwater  Breathing  Apparatus:  SCUBA 

b.  Light  Amplification  by  Stimulated  Emission  of  Radiation:  LASER 

c.  Mothers  Against  Drunk  Driving:  MADD 

d.  Situation  Normal — ^All  Fouled  Up:  SNAFU 

e.  Shock  Trauma  Air  Rescue  Society:  STARS 
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4.  a.  Ways  that  people  have  communicated  with  each  other  in  the  past  include  the  following: 

• face-to-face 

• smoke  signals 

• sign  language 

• telegram 

• semaphore 

• letters 

• morse  code 

b.  Methods  of  communication  that  are  currently  in  use  include  the  following: 

• face-to-face 

• letters 

• telephone 

• e-mail 

• instant  messaging 

• chatrooms 

• text  messaging 

Most  of  the  methods  of  communication  that  are  currently  in  use  involve  electronic  technology. 

5.  Instant  messaging  is  a unique  kind  of  electronic  communication  because  it  lets  computer  users 
have  live  conversations  with  others. 

6.  Responses  vviW  vary,  depending  on  whether  you  are  familiar  with  this  technology  or  not.  Were 
there  any  surprises? 

7.  The  author  began  with  an  explanation  of  instant  messaging.  She  then  went  on  to  talk  about  who 
uses  i.m.-ing,  rules  and  etiquette  of  using  i.m.-ing,  and  adult  reactions  to  i.m.-ing.  She  concluded 
with  safety  tips  for  online  usage. 

8.  a.  Issues  regarding  online  usage  addressed  by  the  safety  tips  on  page  204  include  the  following: 

• privacy 

• personal  information /identity  theft 

• people  carrying  on  under  false  pretences 

• sales  or  promotion  scams 

• harassment  or  criminal  activities 

You  may  have  others  or  worded  them  differently. 

b.  Were  you  able  to  come  up  with  additional  safety  tips  regarding  online  usage?  Your  response 
may  depend  on  the  following  questions: 

• Have  you  used  online  communication? 

• Were  your  experiences  positive  or  negative? 
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9.  a.  Now  Bob  (I  mean  Robert)  don’t  interrupt  until  you  hear  the  whole  story. 

b.  Some  of  the  instant  messaging  shorthand  includes  lol  (laughing  out  loud)  and  jk 
(just  kidding). 

c.  Gretchen:  I’m  not  going  to  stay  here  another  minute.  {She  flings  open  the  door  and  exits.) 

d.  Three  of  the  group  (Hazel,  Lela,  and  Sonia)  bicycled  to  the  games. 

e.  My  friend  Mark  was  born  in  London  (Ontario,  not  England) . 

f.  They  delivered  the  pizza  on  time  (but  forgot  the  onion  rings). 

10.  a.  The  Maple  Leafs  play  in  Toronto,  and  the  Flames  play  in  Calgary. 

The  Maple  Leafs  play  in  Toronto,  but  the  Flames  play  in  Calgary. 

b.  Lisa  instant  messages  with  Joe  in  Nunavut,  and  Joe  instant  messages  with  Lara  in  Texas. 

c.  They  can  ride  with  me,  or  they  can  take  a bus. 

d.  This  book  is  hard,  but  I am  enjoying  it. 

e.  The  movie  was  long,  and  the  plot  was  boring. 

f.  The  birds  fly  south  in  the  fall,  but  the  bears  hibernate. 

The  birds  fly  south  in  the  fall,  and  the  bears  hibernate. 

11.  Sentences  may  vary,  depending  on  whether  you  chose  to  begin  or  to  end  with  the  dependent 
clause.  Following  are  possibilities. 

a.  After  school  is  over,  we’re  going  skating. 

We’re  going  skating  after  school  is  over. 

b.  Because  he  was  sick,  we  didn’t  go  to  the  mall. 

We  didn’t  go  to  the  mall  because  he  was  sick. 

c.  When  I came  home,  I discovered  my  dog  was  missing. 

I discovered  my  dog  was  missing  when  I came  home. 

d.  She  could  not  open  the  treasure  chest  until  she  found  the  key. 

Until  she  found  the  key,  she  could  not  open  the  treasure  chest. 

e.  Since  he  visited  grandma,  Cory  had  lost  a tooth. 

Cory  had  lost  a tooth  since  he  visited  grandma. 

f.  We  didn’t  go  camping  although  the  forecast  was  good. 

Although  the  forecast  was  good,  we  didn’t  go  camping. 
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12.  Corrected  sentences  may  vary.  Following  are  possibilities. 

a.  Our  recreation  centre  is  great.  We  go  there  a lot. 

b.  The  moving  van  arrived  very  early;  we  were  still  sleeping. 

c.  Don’t  start  putting  your  model  together  without  reading  the  instructions,  or  you  will  just 
waste  valuable  time. 

d.  Holly  won’t  be  able  to  help  with  the  decorations,  but  Darby  will  if  she  has  time. 

e.  The  Carsons  drove  to  Montreal.  They  spent  a few  days  sightseeing  before  flying  to  New  York. 
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Lesson  3:  Preserving  the  Past 


Mr.  Channer:  Have  you  ever  wondered  how  ancient  societies  were  able  to  build 
some  of  the  structures  that  they  did?  For  example,  Stonehenge  or  the  Great  Wall 
of  China? 

Jamal:  It’s  pretty  amazing  when  you  consider  the  kind  of  technology  they  had. 

Nellen:  When  my  dad  worked  in  Egypt,  my  family  visited  the  Great  Pyramid.  It  was 
hard  to  believe  that  it  was  built  without  using  giant  mechanized  cranes  or  other 
modern  machines. 

Mr.  Channer:  We’re  fortunate  that  many  of  these  ancient  structures  still  exist  so 
that  we  are  able  to  learn  about  the  past.  You  may  not  be  able  to  visit  the  Great 
Pyramid  in  person  the  way  Nellen  did,  but  you  can  visit  it  through  photographs. 
The  selection  you  are  about  to  read  illustrates  how  modern  technology  can 
reveal — and  preserve — the  past. 


Journal  Entry  5E 


Have  you  ever 
experienced  seeing 
something  (a  landmark, 
the  landscape,  buildings, 
animals)  from  a very 
high  distance?  How  did 
it  feel  to  look  down? 
What  did  everything 
look  like?  Were  objects 
recognizable?  Write  a 
paragraph  describing 
what  you  saw  and  how 
you  felt. 
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“The  View  from  Here” 


photo  essay:  a 
combination  of 
visual  and  written 
text  used  to 
communicate  an 
idea 


r\ 


“The  View  from  Here”  is  a photo  essay.  A photo  essay  is  a combination  of  visual  and 
written  text  used  to  convey  a message.  It  is  sometimes  referred  to  as  a visual  essay. 
As  with  written  essays,  visual  or  photo  essays  come  in  a variety  of  formats.  Usually 
the  images  are  the  main  element  of  the  essay.  The  photo  essay  that  you  are  going 
to  read  is  made  up  of  a collection  of  aerial  photos.  Read  “The  View  from  Here”  on 
pages  241  to  243  of  Crossroads  8. 

1.  Cover  up  the  captions,  and  then  study  each  photo.  Would  you  have  any  idea 
what  was  in  each  photo  or  where  it  was  taken  if  there  were  no  captions? 


2.  Most  of  the  images  in  the  essay  are  of  ancient  structures.  One,  however,  shows 
modern  housing.  How  does  this  photo  fit  with  the  photos  of  ancient  structures? 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  36. 


Journal  Entry  5F 


Do  “Responding  to  the  Photos”  on  page  243  of  Crossroads  8.  If  you  are 
unable  to  discuss  the  questions  with  a group  or  partner,  spend  some  time 
thinking  about  the  questions.  Then  write  your  thoughts  in  your  journal. 


Photographers  use  a variety  of  techniques  to  produce  the  images  they  want  to 
communicate  to  their  viewers.  Read  “Photographs”  on  pages  163  to  164  of  your 
English  Language  Arts  Handbook  to  learn  how  photographers  use  distance  and 
camera  angle  to  create  different  effects. 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 


A 


The  word  aerial  comes  from  aer,  which  is  from  the  Greek  aerios,  meaning  air. 


3.  How  would  your  response  to  the  photos  in  “The  View  from  Here”  have  differed 
if  the  photos  were  not  aerial  shots  but  close-ups  or  medium  shots  of  the  sites? 


Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  36. 

If  you  would  like  to  find  out  more  about  the  ancient  structures  pictured  in  “The 
View  from  Here,”  use  key  words  from  the  photo  captions  and  your  favourite  search 
engine  to  research  the  structures.  For  the  eagle-shaped  image,  use  the  keywords 
rock  eagle  mound. 
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Portfolio  Hem  5B 


Create  your  own  visual  essay.  Select  a topic  that  interests  you.  Then  collect 
and  arrange  pictures  to  illustrate  your  topic.  Add  suitable  captions  to 
explain  your  pictures.  Your  pictures  may  be  photographs  you  have  taken, 
drawings,  pictures  cut  from  magazines,  or  computer  graphics.  Mount 
your  pictures  on  paper  of  your  choice.  Arrange  the  pictures  and  captions 
attractively  so  they  capture  your  readers’  interest. 


“Preserving  a Culture” 


Technology  such  as  aerial  photography  makes  it  possible 
to  preserve  images  from  the  past,  but  how  do 
you  preserve  a culture?  Individuals  and 
families  preserve  their  heritage  through 
photographs,  movies,  recordings  of  family 
stories  or  events,  diaries  and  journals, 
and  family  histories. 


What  do  societies  do  to  preserve  their 
culture  and  heritage?  How  do  cultures 
get  lost  or  destroyed?  The  text  you 
are  going  to  read  next  provides  some 
answers  to  these  questions. 


biography:  the  “Preserving  a Culture”  is  a biography  of  Leah  Otak  who  has  played  a major 

st^ory  of  a person’s  promoting  and  preserving  Inuit  culture.  Biographies  can  be  recorded  in 

many  formats:  in  writing,  through  pictures  or  artwork,  or  on  film.  This  particular 
biography  is  in  the  form  of  a magazine  article.  Read  “Preserving  a Culture:  A 
Conversation  with  Leah  Otak”  on  pages  232  to  236  of  Crossroads  8. 

4.  Do  questions  1.  a.  and  1.  b.  on  page  237  of  Crossroads  8. 

5.  According  to  the  biography,  how  has  technology  been  used  to  preserve  the  past? 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  36. 


Portfolio  Item  5C 


Do  question  4 on  page  237  of  Crossroads  8. 
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thesis:  the  main 
point  of  an  essay; 
it  expresses  the 
writer’s  feelings, 
beliefs,  or  ideas 
about  the  topic 


anecdotes:  brief 
stories  that  recount 
incidents  or  events 


Personal  Essay 

A personal  essay  gives  a writer’s  opinion  on  a subject  that  is  of  interest  or  concern 
to  him  or  her.  Although  the  style  and  tone  may  vary,  depending  on  the  subject 
matter  and  purpose,  personal  essays  are  usually  written  in  an  informal  style. 
Personal  essays  may  be  written  in  the  first  person.  (Formal  essays  use  formal 
language  with  carefully  supported  information  and  are  usually  written  in  the  third 
person.)  Other  characteristics  of  a personal  essay  include  the  following; 

• It  is  organized  in  paragraphs. 

• Everything  in  the  essay  supports  the  thesis. 

• The  title  usually  explains  the  content. 

• It  presents  an  opinion. 

• It  gives  a sense  that  the  writer  really  cares  about  the  subject. 

• Transitional  devices  are  used  to  connect  ideas  and  paragraphs. 

• The  conclusion  summarizes  or  leaves  the  reader  with  something  to  think 
about  (or  both). 


Annette:  What  is  a thesis?  Is  it  the  same  as  a topic? 

Mr.  Channer:  No,  a thesis  is  not  a topic.  A thesis  expresses  your  opinion  about  a 
topic.  Your  thesis  should  be  expressed  as  a single,  complete  sentence.  This  is 
called  the  thesis  statement.  Look  at  the  following  example: 


Topic 

+ Opinion 

= Thesis 

junk  food  in  schools 

It  is  bad  for  students’ 
health. 

Allowing  junk  food  in  schools  is  bad 
for  students’  health. 

Your  thesis  is  the  basis  of  your  opening  paragraph  for  your  essay.  You  must  be 
able  to  support  the  opinion  expressed  in  your  thesis  with  facts,  examples, 
or  anecdotes. 

Peter:  What  exactly  is  an  anecdote? 
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Mr.  Channer:  An  anecdote  is  a short  account  of  an  event  or  incident.  You  can  use 
anecdotes  to  illustrate  a point  that  you  are  making.  When  Leah  Otak  describes 
waking  up  to  the  sound  of  her  mother  sewing,  she  is  using  an  anecdote  to 
illustrate  how  traditions  were  handed  down. 

For  more  information  about  writing  essays,  read  pages  125  to  129  in  your  English 

Language  Arts  Handbook. 

6.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  that  it  is  important  for  a culture  to  preserve  its 

heritage?  Write  a personal  essay  responding  to  this  question.  Use  information 
from  the  article  to  support  your  opinion.  Remember  to  state  your  opinions 
clearly.  Your  essay  should  be  a minimum  of  three  paragraphs.  Use  the  following 
checklist  to  help  you  make  an  outline  for  your  personal  essay. 

• What  opinion  do  you  want  to  express?  Write  this  as  a thesis  statement. 

• What  points  will  support  your  thesis? 

• What  other  opinions  (if  any)  will  you  express? 

• What  examples,  facts,  or  anecdotes  will  support  these  opinions? 

• What  will  your  conclusion  be? 

• Are  you  using  an  informal  or  formal  style  and  tone? 

• Are  you  writing  in  the  first  or  third  person? 

• Have  you  chosen  an  appropriate  title  for  your  essay? 

For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  37. 


this  lesson  you  read  different  texts  to  learn 
how  technology  can  be  used  to  preserve  the  past. 
You  practised  your  viewing  skills,  and  you  wrote  a 
personal  essay.  In  the  next  lesson  you  will  discover 
how  to  create  a personal  website. 
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Glossary 


anecdotes:  brief  stories  that  recount  incidents  or 
events 

biography:  the  story  of  a person’s  life 


photo  essay:  a combination  of  visual  and  written 
text  used  to  communicate  an  idea 

thesis:  the  main  point  of  an  essay;  it  expresses 
the  writer’s  feelings,  beliefs,  or  ideas  about 
the  topic 


Suggested  Responses 

1.  If  there  were  no  captions,  you  might  recognize  some  of  the  structures.  It  is  likely,  however,  that 
most  of  the  photos  need  the  captions  in  order  to  be  meaningful  to  the  viewer. 

2.  In  one  respect,  the  photo  of  modern  housing  does  not  fit  with  the  photos  of  ancient  structures.  It 
does  fit,  though,  in  that  it  is  an  aerial  view  of  a civilization.  The  shapes  in  the  photo  of  the  modern 
suburban  housing  are  comparable  to  the  shapes  in  most  of  the  other  photos  of  older  structures. 

By  its  inclusion,  we  as  viewers  are  made  more  aware  of  how  different  something  familiar  appears 
when  viewed  from  a different  angle.  Will  the  structures  in  the  modern  suburban  housing  photo 
last  as  long  as  the  structures  from  the  past  that  are  shown  in  the  other  photos? 

3.  Responses  will  vary.  When  interpreting  aerial  photos,  two  things  need  to  be  considered.  Objects 
are  portrayed  from  overhead — an  unfamiliar  position,  which  gives  the  viewer  a fresh,  and  often, 
unique  perspective.  As  well,  aerial  photos  are  taken  at  scales  most  people  are  unaccustomed  to 
seeing.  Perhaps  if  the  photos  were  not  aerial  shots  but  close-ups  or  medium  shots  of  the  sites, 
they  would  not  be  as  thought  provoking  or  awe-inspiring. 

4.  Question  1.  a.  from  Crossroads  8:  It  is  important  for  Leah  Otak  to  preserve  her  Inuit  language  and 
traditions  for  the  following  reasons: 

• to  give  people  a sense  of  identity 

• to  help  people  rediscover  their  heritage 

• to  maintain  a sense  of  community 

• to  enable  children  to  understand  the  elders 

Question  1.  b.  from  Crossroads  8:  The  discovery  of  tape  recordings  of  Inuit  leaders  speaking  led  to 
the  creation  of  the  Igoolik  Inullariit  Society.  The  Society  has  since  become  involved  with  recording 
and  collecting  oral  history,  starting  language-awareness  programs,  and  organizing  an  official 
“Language  Week.” 

5.  Tape  or  cassette  recorders,  books,  and  radio  are  examples  of  technology  that  has  been  used  to 
preserve  the  past. 
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6.  Were  the  bulleted  questions  helpful  in  creating  an  outline  for  your  personal  essay?  Use  the 
following  checklist  to  assess  your  essay. 

• Did  you  state  your  opinion  clearly? 

• Did  you  support  your  opinion  with  examples  from  the  selection,  other  sources,  or  personal 
anecdotes,  or  a combination  of  all  three? 

• Did  you  use  transitional  devices  to  connect  ideas  and  paragraphs? 

• Does  your  conclusion  summarize  or  leave  the  reader  something  to  think  about  (or  both)? 

• Does  your  title  explain  the  contents  of  your  essay? 

• Have  you  edited  your  essay  for  errors  in  grammar,  spelling,  and  punctuation? 

If  you  need  to  review  transitional  devices,  read  the  section  titled  “Coherence”  on  pages  109  to  110 
of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 
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Lesson  4:  Creating  a Website 


By  now  you  are  probably  familiar  with  different 
kinds  of  websites.  Maybe  you  have  even 
created  a website. 

Could  you  define  the  term  website  for  someone 
who  has  never  seen  one? 

If  you  were  to  look  up  the  term  website  in  a 
dictionary,  you  might  find  an  explanation 
something  like  the  following: 


web*site  n.  a set  of  interconnected  web 
pages,  usually  including  a home  page, 
prepared  and  maintained  as  a collection 
of  information  by  a person,  group,  or 
organization 


Websites  are  something  like  essays  in  that  they  can  be  used  to  persuade,  to 
entertain,  to  explain,  or  to  inform.  Besides  print  text,  websites  may  contain  all  kinds 
of  visuals — photos,  charts,  maps,  drawings,  video  clips,  animation — and  sound. 


Is  it  website  or  Web  site? 

Both  are  correct;  however,  website  is  becoming  more  common.  The 
transition  from  World  Wide  Web  site  to  Web  site  to  website  seems  to  have 
changed  as  rapidly  as  the  technology  itself.  The  development  of  website 
as  a single  uncapitalized  word  is  similar  to  the  development  of  other 
technological  expressions  that  have  tended  to  evolve  into  unhyphenated 
forms  as  they  become  more  familiar.  Thus  email  has  been  gaining  ground 
over  the  forms  E-mail  and  e-mail,  especially  in  texts  that  are  more 
technologically  oriented.  Similarly,  there  has  been  an  increasing  preference 
for  closed  forms  like  homepage,  online,  and  printout. 


The  biography  “Preserving  a Culture,”  which  you  read  in  Lesson  3,  contains  a poster 
announcing  the  creation  of  Nunavut.  If  you  look  closely  at  this  poster  (page  233  of 
Crossroads  8),  you  will  notice  an  Internet  address: 

http://www.inac.gc.ca 

This  address  takes  you  to  the  website  for  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Canada.  If  you 
visit  this  website,  you  have  access  to  all  kinds  of  information. 
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splash  page:  an 
introductory  page 
that  attracts  users 
to  a website  and 
leads  to  the  home 
page 


home  page:  the 
opening  or  main 
page  of  a website, 
intended  to  greet 
visitors  and  provide 
information  about 
the  site  or  its  owner 


The  first  page  of  the  site — the  splash  page — acts  something  like  the  cover  of  a book. 
Besides  telling  you  who  owns  the  site,  this  page  welcomes  you,  gives  you  a choice  of 
using  French  or  English,  and  includes  a graphic  to  catch  your  attention.  It  also  links 
you  to  important  notices  and  a description  of  the  splash  page. 


Mario:  That’s  a lot  of  information,  and  we  haven’t  even  gotten  to  the  home  page  yet! 
Megan:  Do  all  websites  have  a splash  page? 

Ms.  Elias:  No,  sometimes  information  that  might  be  found  on  a splash  page  is  on 
the  home  page  instead.  The  home  page  is  like  the  table  of  contents  in  a book 
because  it  gives  information  about  what  is  inside.  Instead  of  page  numbers, 
you  just  click  on  a word  or  icon,  and  it  takes  you  to  the  page  you  want.  Look  at 
the  home  page  for  the  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Canada  website.  It’s  the  first 
page  that  comes  up  after  you  select  the  language  you  want  to  use.  What  kind  of 
information  does  it  give? 

Mario:  It  has  a chart  telling  what  services  are  available  on  the  site  and  a list  of 
special  features  and  highlights.  It  also  has  a search  feature. 

Ms.  Elias:  Spend  a few  minutes  exploring  this  website.  As  you  browse,  notice  the 
design  features  of  the  website,  such  as  the  graphics,  choice  of  type  styles,  layout, 
use  of  colour,  and  ease  of  navigation. 

“How  to  Create  a Personal  Website” 

In  this  lesson  you  will  have  the  opportunity  to  create  your  personal  website.  First, 
visit  two  or  three  non-commercial  websites.  You  may  go  to  one  of  the  following 
URLs  or  visit  a website  of  your  choice.  (Remember,  Internet  addresses  are  subject 
to  change.) 

• Fun  With  Words 

http://rinkworks.com/words/ 

• A Guide  to  Getting  Started  on  the  Internet 

http://www.imaginarylandscape.com/helpweb/ 


splash  page:  an 
introductory  page 
that  attracts  users 
to  a website  and 
leads  to  the  home 
page 


home  page:  the 
opening  or  main 
page  of  a website, 
intended  to  greet 
visitors  and  provide 
information  about 
the  site  or  its  owner 


Section  1 : Technology:  Past  and  Present  39 


Use  the  following  checklist  to  evaluate  the  effectiveness  of  the  websites  you  visited. 


• Does  the  opening  page  include  a clear  title  for  the  site?  (Is  the  purpose  of  the 
website  obvious?) 


• Is  there  a site  map  or  index  so  visitors  will  know  where  to  go  and  what  they 
will  find  when  they  arrive? 

• Is  the  text  easily  readable? 

• Are  colours  and  type  styles  appropriate  to  the  material? 

• Is  the  layout  of  text  and  graphics  appealing? 

• Is  the  site  easy  to  navigate? 

• Is  it  clear  who  the  site  belongs  to? 


• When  was  the  site  last  updated? 

Now  that  you  have  examined  some  other  websites,  read  “How  to  Create  a Personal 
Website”  on  pages  238  to  240  in  Crossroads  8.  Then  plan  your  personal  website  by 
following  the  steps  described  here. 


Planning  Your  Website 


Step  1.  Decide  on  the  purpose  and  audience  for  your  site.  Choose  a topic  for 
your  personal  website.  You  can  use  one  of  the  suggestions  from  page  239  of 
Crossroads  8 or  something  else  that  interests  you. 


1 . What  will  be  on  your  site,  and  why  is  it  there? 

For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  42. 


Step  2.  Make  a site  plan.  Your  plan  should  include  your  topics  (content)  and  a 
diagram  or  chart  of  the  structure  and  links. 


2.  In  your  notebook  create  a plan  of  your  website.  Use  the  chart  on  page  239  of 
Crossroads  8 as  a model. 

For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  42. 
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Step  3.  Write  the  content  for  your  site.  The  content  includes  the  written  part  of 
your  site.  It  should  be  clear  and  concise.  Choose  a font  that  is  easy  to  read. 


3.  Write  the  text  for  the  home  page  of  your  website. 

For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  42. 


Step  4.  Decide  on  the  visuals  for  your  site.  The  visuals  include  photos,  clip  art, 
and  charts. 


4.  Make  a list  of  the  visuals  you  would  like  to  include  in  your  website.  Before 
you  write  your  list,  reread  “Decide  What  Graphics  to  Include”  on  page  240  of 
Crossroads  8. 

For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  42. 


Z' 

V 


If  you've  followed  the  directions 
given  in  Crossroads  8 and  worked 
through  the  steps,  you  now  have 
a plan  for  your  personal  website. 


Portj^olio  Item  5t> 


Use  your  website  plan  to  create  your  personal  website.  Save  your  website 
to  a disk.  Use  the  “Self-Assessment”  on  page  240  of  Crossroads  8 to  evaluate 
your  website. 


^ _ 

Go  to  page  1 0 of  Assignment  Booklet  5A  and  respond  to 

question  8 of  Section  1 . 

— J 
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In  this  lesson  you  experimented  with 
technology.  You  investigated  how  to  create 
a personal  website,  and  you  created  a plan 
for  a splash  page  for  your  own  website. 


Glossary 


home  page:  the  opening  or  main  page  of  a 
website,  intended  to  greet  visitors  and 
provide  information  about  the  site  or  its 
owner 


splash  page:  an  introductory  page  that  attracts 
users  to  a website  and  leads  to  the  home 
page 


Suggested  Responses 


1.  For  your  website  to  be  useful,  you  need  to  know  your  audience  and  your  purpose.  Is  your  website 
intended  to  appeal  to  the  general  public?  To  teens?  To  people  who  have  the  same  hobby  or 
interest?  What  do  you  want  to  accomplish  with  your  website?  Do  you  want  to  provide  information 
or  to  explain  something?  Do  you  want  to  persuade  others  to  your  point  of  view?  Or,  do  you  want  to 
meet  other  individuals  who  have  the  same  interest  or  hobby? 

2.  Organize  your  information  so  that  your  website  makes  sense  and  is  easy  to  follow.  Ensure  that 
your  site  can  be  easily  navigated;  otherwise,  people  will  not  come  back. 

3.  What  do  you  want  your  home  page  to  tell  your  visitors?  Once  you  decide  on  your  content,  edit 
your  page  carefully.  Write  clearly  so  that  your  text  says  exactly  what  you  intend.  Make  sure  the 
information  on  your  page  is  accurate.  And  finally,  as  with  any  writing,  check  your  spelling  and 
grammar. 

4.  Your  choice  of  visuals  may  be  determined  by  your  subject  matter.  Will  you  use  photographs, 
charts,  clip  art,  drawings,  video  clips,  or  a combination  of  all  of  these? 


Image  Credits 


All  images  in  this  lesson  were  created  by  or  for  Alberta  Education  with  the  following  noted  exceptions: 


Page 


38  Photodisc/Getty  Images 

39  left;  centre:  Photodisc /Getty  Images 


41  Photodisc/Getty  Images 

42  Photodisc/Getty  Images 


right:  Kevin  Peterson /Photodisc/Getty 
Images 
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^ {(section  1 Conclusion 


What  technology  did  you  use  in  working 
through  the  lessons  in  this  section?  Textbooks? 

Pens?  A computer?  The  Internet?  A desk?  You 
can  probably  come  up  with  a fairly  lengthy  list. 

If  you  were  to  list  examples  of  technology  that 
you  used  in  the  course  of  a day,  your  list  would 
be  even  longer.  Technology  is  all  around  you. 

In  this  section  you  read  and  responded  to  a 
variety  of  texts  to  explore  technology  both 
past  and  present.  You  had  the  opportunity 
to  consider  the  ideas  of  others  regarding 
new  technology  when  you  read  the  satire 
“Learn  with  BOOK.”  You  learned  that  satire 
is  a form  of  writing  that  uses  humour  to 
comment  on  or  criticize  a person,  society,  or 
organizations.  When  you  read  the  newspaper 
article  “Instant  Messaging,”  you  investigated 
this  new  technology  and  reactions  to  it.  The 
biography  “Preserving  a Culture”  and  the  photo 
essay  “The  View  from  Here”  showed  you  how 
technology  can  be  used  to  preserve  the  past. 

Finally,  you  explored  one  way  that  you  can  use 
technology  when  you  learned  how  to  create  a personal  website.  As  you  worked  through  the  lessons, 
you  experimented  with  different  formats,  practised  your  viewing  skills,  reviewed  some  punctuation 
and  spelling  conventions,  and  discovered  how  to  enhance  and  improve  your  communication  skills 
using  a variety  of  sentence  types. 

In  your  examination  of  technology — past  and  present — you  have  had  opportunities  to  explore  all  six 
language  arts:  reading  and  writing,  speaking  and  listening,  viewing  and  representing. 
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Section  1 


Technology  and  Medicine 


Vaccine  for 
strep  throat 


Service  to  Ken 


,te  Aboriginal  e. 


5 »ea^X"ai?’*^""«'*Pacem 


What  do  these  newspaper  headlines  have  in  common?  If  you  said,  “They  are  all  related  to  medicine, 
and  they  all  have  something  to  do  with  technology,”  you  would  be  right.  In  our  world  of  rapidly 
changing  technology,  we  are  accustomed  to  seeing  headlines  like  these.  In  fact,  we  have  come  to 
expect  them. 

In  this  section  you  will  read  texts  that  examine  the  effects  of  medical  technology  on  society  and  on 
the  lives  of  individuals  as  well.  These  texts  cover  a wide  time  span — from  the  late  1800s  to  modern 
day.  You  will  begin  the  section  by  reading  and  responding  to  a profile.  Besides  learning  about  an 
interesting  individual  and  her  involvement  with  medical  technology,  you  will  become  familiar  with 
the  elements  of  a profile,  examine  a variety  of  organizational  patterns  used  in  written  texts,  and 
write  a profile.  You  will  then  go  on  to  view  a multimedia  clip  to  discover  one  way  of  celebrating 
accomplishments.  In  doing  so,  you  will  also  gain  some  insight  into  working  successfully  with  a group. 
Finally,  you  will  read  a short  story  to  discover  how  medical  technology  can  affect  relationships. 

When  you  have  completed  this  section,  you  will  have  acquired  some  techniques  for  writing  strong 
beginnings  and  for  organizing  information.  As  well,  you  will  have  discovered  ways  to  celebrate 
accomplishments,  increased  your  awareness  of  effective  group  processes,  and  expanded  your 
knowledge  of  short  story  elements.  You  will  also  have  had  the  opportunity  to  brush  up  on  your 
speaking  skills  by  preparing  and  presenting  a monologue. 
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Lesson  1 : “A  Mysterious  Contraption” 


profile:  a concise 
description  of  a 
person’s  abilities, 
character,  or  career 


Journal  Entyy  5Ci 


Imagine  you  are  a scientist  working  on  a very  important  discovery  that 
could  affect  all  of  humankind.  Your  discovery  could  cure  a major  disease, 
but  first  you  need  to  test  it  on  humans,  some  of  whom  might  die  from  it. 
What  might  it  feel  like  to  be  this  scientist?  Write  a diary  entry  in  which  you 
(as  the  scientist)  express  your  thoughts  on  this  issue. 


The  selection  you  are  about  to  read  is  a profile  of  French  physicist  Irene  loliot- 
Curie.  A profile  is  a short  biography  that  gives  readers  a clear  and  interesting 
picture  of  a person. 

“A  Mysterious  Contraption,”  which  begins  on  page  214  of  Crossroads  8,  tells  of 
loliot-Curie’s  contributions  to  science  and  medicine.  Before  you  begin  reading, 
preview  the  text.  Note  the  photographs  and  introductory  statement  beside  the  title. 
Predict  the  young  girl’s  discoveries  and  the  time  period  when  she  lived. 


Now  read  the  profile  to  find  out  if  your 
predictions  are  accurate.  Keep  your  dictionary 
and  your  vocabulary  log  handy,  as  there  are 
quite  a few  scientific  terms  in  this  piece. 


1.  With  a partner  or  in  a small  group,  respond  to  questions  1.  a.  to  1.  c.  on  page  217 
of  Crossroads  8. 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  52. 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

When  the  “loliot-Curies”  discovered  that  radioactive  elements 
could  be  artificially  produced,  their  discovery  had  far  reaching 
applications — especially  in  medicine.  Other  isotopes  were  soon 
discovered  including  a radioactive  form  of  iodine,  which  is  used  in 
the  treatment  of  thyroid  diseases. 
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Effective  Beginnings 


The  opening  sentences  of  a piece  of  writing  are  extremely  important.  This  is  where 
you  engage  your  readers’  interest.  One  way  to  do  this  is  by  relating  an  anecdote.  An 
anecdote,  you  will  recall,  is  a brief  retelling  of  an  event  or  incident.  For  an  example 
of  an  introductory  anecdote,  read  the  first  two  paragraphs  of  “When  Hallmark  Just 
Won’t  Do’’  on  pages  185  and  186  of  Crossroads  8.  “Instant  Messaging’’  on  page  200  of 
Crossroads  8 is  another  example  of  beginning  a piece  of  writing  with  an  anecdote. 


noticed  that  both  of  these  are  newspaper  articles, 


Anecdotes  are  often  used  in  newspaper  or 
magazine  articles  as  introductions.  It's  an 


Anecdotes  can  also  be  used  as  effective  beginnings  for  your  essays  or  reports. 
Following  are  two  other  ways  to  give  your  writing  a strong  start: 

• Ask  your  readers  a challenging  question.  (See  “A  Multicultural  Nation’’  on 
page  325  of  Crossroads  8.) 

• Surprise  your  readers  with  a fascinating  fact  or  quotation.  (See  “Feeling  Good, 
Looking  Great”  on  page  30  of  Crossroads  8.) 

Reread  the  first  two  paragraphs  of  “A  Mysterious  Gontraption.”  The  author  has  used 
an  opening  anecdote  to  introduce  her  readers  to  the  main  character. 

2.  How  effective  is  this  technique?  (Ask  yourself,  “Would  the  beginning  of  the 
profile  have  been  as  effective  if  it  had  begun  with  the  third  paragraph?”) 

3.  Reread  the  entire  profile.  Select  another  incident  that  you  think  could  be  used 
to  develop  an  anecdote.  Write  a new  introduction  for  the  profile  based  on  the 
incident  you  have  selected.  Use  the  information  provided  in  the  profile.  You 
may  make  up  some  details  if  you  wish. 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  52 
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chronological 
order:  by  time 
sequence;  arranged 
in  the  order  in 
which  the  events 
happened 


Organizing  Information 

The  author  of  “A  Mysterious  Contraption”  has 
organized  the  information  about  Irene  Joliot-Curie 
in  chronological  order.  In  other  words,  she  has 
arranged  the  information  in  the  order  in  which  the 
events  happened,  beginning  with  Irene  Joliot- Curie’s 
birth  in  1897  and  ending  with  her  death  in  1956. 


Writers  have  several  choices  when  it  comes  to  organizing  information.  Besides 
using  chronological  order,  writers  may  arrange  information  in  the  following  ways: 


• by  place  or  location 

• by  features  or  characteristics 

• by  order  of  importance 

• from  cause  to  effect  or  from  effect  to  cause 


The  method  chosen  will  be  determined  by  the  subject  matter  and  the  purpose  of 
the  writing. 


Mr.  Channer:  Take  a few  minutes  to  skim  some  of  the  selections  in  Crossroads  8 or 
elsewhere  to  look  for  examples  of  various  ways  of  organizing  information. 

Jamal:  “Iron  Trails  to  Adventure”  on  page  107  uses  place  or  location  because  the 
description  follows  the  route  of  the  White  Pass  rail  line,  but  I think  it  also  uses 
features  or  characteristics. 

Mr.  Channer:  You’re  correct.  “Iron  Trails  to  Adventure”  uses  two  methods  of 
organizing  information.  Travel  articles  often  use  both  place  and  features  to 
organize  the  information.  It  is  common  for  longer  pieces  to  use  more  than  one 
method  of  organization,  although  one  may  dominate. 

Nellen:  “Learn  with  BOOK”  is  organized  by  features  or  characteristics.  The  writer  is 
basically  listing  the  features  of  this  “new  technology.” 
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Mr.  Channer:  That’s  a great  example  of  organizing  information  by  features  or 

characteristics.  What  about  examples  of  organizing  from  cause  to  effect  or  from 
effect  to  cause? 

Annette:  The  writer  of  “Preserving  a Culture”  organized  the  article  using  from 
cause  to  effect.  First,  she  wrote  about  why  the  Inuit  language  and  culture  were 
disappearing  and  what  was  being  done  to  preserve  it.  Then  she  told  about  the 
effects  of  the  work  being  done  to  preserve  the  language  and  culture. 

Mr.  Channer:  Excellent! 


Mario:  Robertson  Davies’  speech  “Hear  Every  Word”  seems  to  be  arranged  by  order 
of  importance.  He  tells  his  listeners  the  steps  to  take  in  reading  poetry. 


Mr.  Channer:  I would  agree  wdth  you.  This  way  of  organizing  information  lends 
itself  to  “how-to”  topics.  Remember,  when  you’re  deciding  on  how  to  organize 
your  information,  you  need  to  consider  the  topic  and  the  impact  that  the  form 
you  choose  will  have  on  your  readers. 

4.  Read  the  following  excerpts  from  the  magazine  article  “Out  of  This  World,” 
which  is  found  on  page  138  of  Crossroads  8.  For  each  excerpt,  tell  what  method 
of  organization  was  used. 


a.  the  first  three  paragraphs  on  page  140 


b.  the  fourth  paragraph  on  page  140  (“It  was  while  watching  the  1970s  Apollo 
missions  . . .”)  to  the  end  of  page  141 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  53. 


Your  assignment  for  this  lesson  is  to  research 
a scientist  and  to  use  that  information  to 
write  a short  profile  of  that  person. 


Writing  a Profile 

The  first  step  in  creating  your  profile  is  to  choose  a person  who  interests  you.  The 
scientist  you  choose  to  write  about  can  be  someone  from  the  past  or  someone  from 
the  present.  If  you  need  ideas  for  a subject,  the  following  websites  may  be  helpful. 

• Canadian  Women  in  Science 

http://www.collectionscanada.ca/woinen/index.html 
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• Canadian  People  of  Science 

http://yennadon.sd42.ca/canada/peopleofscience.html 

• Science.ca:  The  Best  Source  for  Canadian  Science 

http://Avww.science.ca/scientists/scientists.php 

5.  Who  are  you  going  to  write  about?  Keep  in  mind  that  the  term  scientist  covers 
a wide  range.  A scientist  might  refer  to  someone  who  works  in  medicine, 
aerospace,  chemistry,  physics,  biology,  environmental  science,  paleontology, 
and  so  on. 


For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  53. 

Once  you  have  chosen  the  scientist  that  you  want  to  profile,  you  can  begin  your 
research.  You  will  need  to  find  information  on  the  person’s  childhood,  education, 
characteristics  or  traits,  work,  contributions  to  the  field  of  science  in  which  he 
or  she  works,  people  in  his  or  her  life,  how  he  or  she  feels  about  the  work,  and 
so  on.  Make  running  notes  as  you  research,  and  be  sure  to  note  your  sources  of 
information.  For  this  assignment,  try  to  use  at  least  two  different  resources. 


Megan:  What  kind  of  information  should  I be  looking  for? 

Mr.  Channer:  You’ll  want  to  find  out  some  facts  about  the  person.  Obviously,  you 
will  want  to  include  the  person’s  name.  You’ll  probably  want  a brief  description 
as  to  who  he  or  she  is,  perhaps  his  or  her  age,  and  any  background  information 
that  you  think  the  reader  will  find  interesting.  For  example,  how  the  person 
became  interested  in  his  or  her  particular  field  of  science. 

Megan:  What  about  stories  or  anecdotes  about  the  person? 

Mr.  Channer:  Anecdotes  are  a great  way  of  revealing  the  person’s  qualities. 

Megan:  How  long  should  the  profile  be? 

Mr.  Channer:  Aim  for  four  or  five  paragraphs — an  introduction,  two  or  three 
paragraphs  containing  relevant  information  and  supporting  details,  and  a 
conclusion.  Because  your  profile  will  be  quite  short,  you’ll  need  to  select  your 
information  carefully. 


Section  2:  Technology  and  Medicine 


49 


6.  Organize  the  information  you  have  collected  for  your  profile  using  a chart 
similar  to  the  following.  Feel  free  to  change  the  headings  to  suit  your  purpose. 
Leave  plenty  of  space  in  the  right-hand  boxes  of  your  chart  for  your  information. 


• facts  (e.g.,  date  and  place  of  birth,  death) 

• personal  characteristics 

• other  people  in  the  person’s  life  (e.g., 
parents,  spouse,  children) 

\ 

• accomplishments 

• how  the  accomplishments  were 
achieved 

• why  the  person  did  what  he  or  she  did 

For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  53. 

Before  you  begin  writing,  you  will  need  to  decide  which  information  is  relevant, 
interesting,  and  important.  You  will  also  need  to  decide  how  you  are  going  to 
organize  your  information  for  your  profile.  Although  you  may  use  any  of  the 
methods  of  organizing  information  that  you  explored  in  this  lesson,  using 
chronological  order  will  probably  work  the  best  for  writing  a profile. 


You  are  now  ready  to  write  the  first  draft  of  your  profile.  How  will  you  begin  your 
profile?  Will  you  use  an  interesting  anecdote  or  some  other  way  of  catching  your 
readers’  attention? 
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7.  Write  the  first  draft  of  your  profile.  Do  not  worry  about  being  perfect;  just  start 
writing.  Double- space  your  writing  so  you  have  room  for  changes  and  edits. 

8.  Revise  and  edit  the  first  draft  of  your  profile.  Use  the  following  checklist  to  help. 

• Does  my  introductory  paragraph  tell  the  read 
profile  is  about?  Does  it  “hook’’  the  reader? 

• Have  I presented  the  information  in  a logical 

• Have  I provided  supporting  details? 

• Does  each  paragraph  have  a topic  sentence 
that  clearly  identifies  the  main  idea? 

• Will  different  words  or  phrases  make  my 
profile  more  effective? 

• Is  the  “picture’’  of  the  person  I described 
clear  and  interesting? 

• Have  I paid  attention  to  matters  of  correctness? 

If  possible,  have  a partner  edit  your  profile  at  this  step.  Now  write  a new  draft  with 
all  the  changes  you  have  decided  to  make. 

For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  53. 

Congratulations!  You’ve  written  a profile  of  a scientist  who  interests  you.  You’re 
ready  to  publish  your  profile. 


fc  ■ — 

Co  to  page  \ 1 of  Assignment  Booklet  5A  and  respond  to 

question  1 of  Section  2. 
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Tell  others  in  a visual  way  about  the  person  in  the  profile  that  you  wrote. 
Create  a collage  that  shows  what  this  person  is  like.  You  can  create  the 
images  for  the  collage  yourself,  or  you  can  look  for  appropriate  images  in 
magazines  or  newspapers.  Write  a caption  that  explains  why  the  images  you 
used  are  appropriate. 
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In  this  lesson  you  read  a profile  of  a famous  scientist. 
You  examined  ways  of  organizing  information  in  a 
piece  of  writing,  and  you  learned  how  anecdotes  can 
be  used  to  create  an  effective  beginning  for  a profile. 
You  were  able  to  use  these  ideas  to  write  a profile  of 
a scientist  who  interests  you.  In  the  next  lesson  you 
will  explore  ways  to  celebrate  achievements. 


Glossary 

chronological  order:  by  time  sequence;  profile:  a concise  description  of  a person’s 

arranged  in  the  order  in  which  the  events  abilities,  character,  or  career 

happened 

Suggested  Responses 

1.  Question  1.  a.  from  Crossroads  8:  Irene’s  scientific  accomplishments  include  the  following: 

• created  artificial  radioactivity 

• won  the  Nobel  Prize  in  1935 

• took  over  the  Radium  Institute 

• discovered  nuclear  fission  in  1938 

You  may  have  listed  others. 

Question  1.  b.  of  Crossroads  8:  Irene  learned  from  her  mother  that  girls  should — and  could — learn 
science  and  math,  and  she  learned  about  radioactivity.  As  well,  she  learned  that  women  had  the 
right  to  hold  a job  and  raise  a family. 

Question  1.  c.  of  Crossroads  8:  Few  women  at  that  time  pursued  education  or  careers,  especially 
in  the  area  of  science.  It  was  highly  unusual  for  a young  girl  to  be  educated  in  math  and  science, 
let  alone  work  in  the  sciences.  For  this  reason,  it  is  likely  that  it  would  have  been  difficult  for  Irene 
to  convince  medical  teams  and  soldiers  to  use  the  X-ray  machine. 

2.  This  technique  personalizes  the  selection.  It  makes  it  more  interesting  to  read,  and  it  makes  the 
character  more  real.  Following  is  one  student’s  response: 

The  opening  anecdote  has  a strong  impact.  It  made  me  want  to  find  out  more  about  Irene.  I don’t 
think  this  would  have  happened  if  the  profile  had  begun  with  the  third  paragraph.  There  is  not  the 
same  feeling  of  involvement  as  there  is  with  the  beginning  anecdote. 
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3.  What  incident  from  the  profile  did  you  select  for  an  anecdote?  Any  of  the  following  would  lend 
itself  to  this  opening  technique: 

• Irene  accepting  the  Nobel  Prize:  The  anecdote  might  describe  the  ceremony  and 
presentation  of  the  award. 

• Irene  named  under  secretary  of  state  for  scientific  research:  The  anecdote  could  tell  of  the 
reaction  of  the  public  to  the  appointment. 

• Irene’s  funeral:  Again,  the  anecdote  might  describe  the  national  ceremony  and  reaction  to 
Irene’s  death  and  her  contributions. 

4.  Following  are  the  methods  of  organization  used  for  each  excerpt: 

a.  features  or  characteristics 

b.  features  or  characteristics  and  chronological  order 

5.  Is  the  scientist  you  have  chosen  to  profile  Canadian?  Male  or  female?  Well  known?  Obscure? 
Choose  carefully.  You  want  to  write  about  someone  that  interests  you,  but  you  also  need  to  make 
sure  that  you  will  be  able  to  find  enough  information  about  the  person  you  have  selected. 

6.  You  might  not  use  all  the  information  that  you  find  when  you  do  your  research.  It  is  easier, 
however,  to  cut  out  material  than  it  is  to  have  to  go  back  and  do  more  research  because  you  do  not 
have  enough  information.  Remember  to  keep  track  of  your  sources  of  information. 

7.  Use  the  chart  you  created  for  question  6 as  a guide  for  writing  your  first  draft.  At  this  stage,  you 
need  not  worry  about  getting  things  exactly  right. 

Using  a basic  organization  similar  to  an  essay  will  make  writing  your  profile  easier.  It  will  also  help 
make  your  information  clear  to  your  audience.  A basic  organization  includes  three  parts: 

• The  introduction.  This  is  usually  a single  paragraph  telling  your  readers  who  the  profile  is 
about.  Use  a strong  opening  to  get  your  readers  interested. 

• The  body.  Each  paragraph  of  the  body  is  built  around  one  main  idea.  You  can  work  on 
making  your  paragraphs  connect  with  each  other  when  you  do  your  revising. 

• The  conclusion.  The  concluding  paragraph  sums  up  the  point  you  have  been  trying  to 
make  about  the  scientist  you  are  profiling.  Try  to  leave  your  readers  thinking,  “That  was  a 
fascinating  profile.” 
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8.  Now  is  the  time  to  do  your  revising  and  editing.  Think  about  ways  you  can  make  your  sentences 
more  effective.  Do  your  sentences  and  paragraphs  flow  smoothly  so  that  the  reader  can  easily 
follow  the  profile?  Correct  any  errors  in  spelling,  punctuation,  grammar,  and  capitalization.  This  is 
the  step  where,  if  you  have  the  opportunity,  you  can  use  peer  editing. 

If  possible,  put  your  draft  away  for  a day.  When  you  come  back  to  your  profile,  you  will  look  at  it 
with  fresh  eyes.  Ask  yourself  the  following  questions: 

• Have  I used  an  interesting  anecdote  as  my  beginning? 

• Does  the  character  of  the  person  come  through? 

• Have  I checked  my  facts  carefully? 

• Is  it  clear  what  the  person  does? 

• Is  the  information  presented  in  a logical  order? 

• Do  I have  an  effective  conclusion? 


Make  any  changes  you  think  are  necessary  to  improve  your  profile. 
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Lesson  2;  Celebrating  Accomplishments 


The  girl  in  the  photo  is  accepting  congratulations  for  being  named  “Runner  of  the 
Month.”  While  we  do  not  know  the  complete  story,  it  is  apparent  that  she  is  being 
awarded  a plaque  in  recognition  of  her  accomplishment. 

Have  you  ever  received  an  award  for  something  that  you  accomplished?  Perhaps 
you  were  part  of  a team  that  won  a provincial  tournament.  You  may  have  received 
a trophy  for  winning  first  place  in  a 4-H  speech  competition.  Or,  maybe  you  were 
awarded  a prize  for  reading  the  most  books  in  a month.  Perhaps  someone  in  your 
family  baked  you  a special  cake  in  honour  of  your  achievement.  Regardless  of  the 
situation,  your  accomplishment  was  recognized  and,  no  doubt,  celebrated. 


Irene  Joliot-Curie  and  her  husband  were  awarded  the  1935  Nobel  Prize  in  chemistry 
for  their  discovery  that  radioactive  elements  could  be  artificially  produced.  The 
Nobel  Prize  is  an  international  award  given  for  achievements  in  physics,  chemistry, 
medicine,  literature,  and  peace.  The  award  recognizes  accomplishments  in  these 
areas  and  provides  funds  to  the  recipient  to  continue  his  or  her  work. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  the  Nobel  Prize,  visit  the  official 
website  of  the  Nobel  Foundation  at  the  following  URL: 

http://www.nobel.se/nobel/ 


The  Nobel  Prize  is  an  example  of  worldwide  recognition  of  accomplishments. 
Families  also  recognize  and  celebrate  accomplishments. 
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Mario:  I can  see  how  something  like  the  Nobel  Prize  celebrates  an  accomplishment, 
but  1 don’t  know  of  too  many  families  that  hand  out  prizes. 

Ms.  Elias:  Prizes  and  awards  are  not  the  only  way  to  recognize  accomplishments. 
Let  me  give  you  an  example.  My  great-grandmother  came  to  Canada  from 
Russia  as  a young  girl.  Her  parents  had  died,  and  she  was  sent  to  live  with 
an  older  brother  who  had  immigrated  to  Canada  when  she  was  just  a baby. 

So,  at  13  years  of  age,  she  set  off  on  a journey  to  meet  a brother  she  couldn’t 
remember.  She  arrived  in  Montreal,  unable  to  speak  a word  of  English,  only  to 
find  her  brother  had  been  killed  in  an  accident.  To  make  the  story  short,  she 
managed  to  find  work  as  a dishwasher  in  a restaurant.  She  learned  not  only  to 
speak  English,  but  also  to  read  and  write  it.  And,  eventually  she  opened  her  own 
restaurant.  Her  story  has  been  handed  down  from  generation  to  generation  in 
my  family.  The  story  recognizes  and  celebrates  her  accomplishments. 

Mario:  I think  I see  what  you  mean.  My  family  has  stories  that  recognize 
accomplishments  too.  My  dad  tells  one  about  my  sister  learning  to  drive 
that  has  become  a part  of  our  family  history. 


Ms.  Elias:  Storytelling  is  one  way  that  both  families  and  cultures  celebrate 

accomplishments.  They  can  be  oral,  as  in  the  case  of  the  story  about  my  great- 
grandmother, or  they  can  be  written — like  the  profile  of  Irene  Joliot-Curie.  Film 
is  another  format  that  is  used  to  tell  stories  of  achievements.  Perhaps  you’ve 
watched  episodes  of  “The  Life  and  Times”  on  CBC  television,  a program  that 
features  the  stories  of  well-known  Canadians. 

1.  In  a small  group  or  with  a partner,  brainstorm  ways  that  individuals  are 
recognized  for  their  accomplishments. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  61. 


Journal  Entry  5H 


Celebrate  the  accomplishment  of  a friend,  a family  member,  or  another 
individual  of  your  choice.  Write  a speech,  a letter,  a poem,  or  a song  in 
which  you  recognize  and  celebrate  that  individual’s  achievement. 
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A Heritage  Minute 


Have  you  ever  watched  a “Heritage  Minute”  on  television?  These  are  dramatic 
60-second  film  clips  of  events  or  people  from  Canada’s  past.  These  mini-movies  are 
produced  by  the  Historica  Foundation,  which  is  a Canadian  organization  set  up  to 
promote  a deeper  understanding  of  Canadian  history.  You  can  learn  more  about 
“Historica  Minutes”  at  the  following  website: 

http://www.histori.ca/minutes/default.do 


Creating  a heritage  minute  is  one  way  to 
celebrate  an  accomplishment.  Go  to  your 
English  Language  Arts  8 Multimedia  CD  and 
view  Segment  6:  Part  1 to  learn  how  a group 
of  students  created  a heritage  minute. 


2.  After  you  have  finished  watching  the  segment,  respond  to  the  questions  that 
follow. 

a.  Describe  the  topic  of  the  students’  heritage  minute, 
h.  What  was  the  purpose  of  their  heritage  minute? 

3.  What  steps  did  the  group  in  the  video  take  to  successfully  plan  its  project? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  61. 

Now  go  to  your  English  Language  Arts  8 Multimedia  CD,  and  view  Segment  6:  Part  2 
to  discover  how  the  students  in  the  video  created  their  heritage  minute. 
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Scripts  and  Storyboards 


storyboard:  a series 
of  drawings  used  in 
planning  a movie 
or  video 


In  producing  their  video,  the  students  created  both  a script  and  a storyboard.  A 
script  is  a story,  written  to  be  performed  as  a play  or  developed  into  a movie  or 
television  show.  Scripts  contain  instructions  for  setting  up  the  stage  and  directions 
and  dialogue  for  the  actors.  (You  learned  about  scripts  in  Module  4:  Section  1.) 

A storyboard  contains  instructions  too.  A storyboard  is  a series  of  sketches  showing 
the  scenes  in  a movie  or  video.  Beneath  each  drawing  are  captions  containing 
instructions  for  the  camera,  the  sound  technicians,  the  actors,  and  the  director. 

The  storyboard  is  an  important  tool  in  planning  a movie  or  video.  It  can  be  used  to 
describe  characters,  camera  angles,  camera  shots,  lighting,  music,  sound  effects, 
actions,  and  technical  details.  Look  at  the  following  example: 


soldiers  approaching  in  horses  and  soldiers  pass  by  . ominous-sounding  music 

distance  , sound  of  horses  and  men 

• marching  music  marching 

4.  Create  a storyboard  that  the  students  in  the  group  might  have  used  in  their 
production.  Draw  two  or  three  panels  of  the  opening  scene. 

Remember,  the  drawings  in  a storyboard  are  sketches.  They  do  not  have  to  be 
artistic  renditions;  stick  figures  vdll  do  just  fine.  The  caption  for  each  panel 
should  include  directions  for  action,  lighting,  music,  voice-overs,  sound  effects, 
camera  angles,  and  so  on.  If  you  need  some  help  for  ideas  on  camera  angles  and 
lighting,  refer  to  pages  163  to  167  in  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 

For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  62. 

Return  once  again  to  Segment  6:  Part  2 of  your  English  Language  Arts  8 Multimedia 
CD  to  review  the  group’s  evaluation  of  their  project. 

5.  Did  the  group  achieve  its  purpose?  Why  or  why  not? 
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6.  How  does  the  story  of  the  mercy  flight  fit  into  “Technology  and  Medicine”? 


Compare  your  responses  to  those  on  page  62 


Websites  are  another  way  of  celebrating  accomplishments.  If  you  would  like  to 
learn  more  about  the  mercy  flight  made  by  Wop  May  and  Vic  Horner,  visit  the 
following  websites: 

• Provincial  Archives  of  Alberta:  Extreme  Archives  01 

http://Avww.archivesalberta.org/extreme/paa.htm 

• wopmay.com:  Mercy  Flight 

http://AVAvw.wopmay.com/wm.asp?LID=38 

Your  librarian  may  also  be  able  to  help  you  locate  information  about  this  story. 


CITY  OF  EDMONTON  ARCHIVES  PHOTO#  EA-10-3181.26.2 


January  1929:  Wop  May  and  Vic  Horner  in  the  open  cockpit  airplane,  which  they  flew  to  Fort  Vermilion  from 
Edmonton  in  order  to  deliver  diphtheria  antitoxin 


Consider  what  would  happen  to  the  topic  and  the  content  of  the  group’s 
heritage  minute  if  it  were  presented  in  a different  format,  such  as  a journal, 
article,  skit,  story,  or  poem.  Choose  an  alternative  format  to  present  this 
topic  and  message  effectively.  Develop  a plan  that  outlines  the  process 
you  will  use  to  present  the  heritage  minute  in  a new  format.  Complete  the 
project  according  to  your  plan. 
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Working  with  a Croup 


How  successful  were  the  students  in  working  together?  Successful  groups  have  the 
following  characteristics: 

• Co-operation.  Group  members  are  able  to  put  aside  individual  concerns 
and  work  together  for  the  good  of  the  group. 

• Communication.  Group  members  are  able  to  really  listen  when  other  group 
members  speak  and  to  choose  their  words  carefully. 

• Co-ordination.  Group  members  are  able  to  co-ordinate  meeting  times 
and  places. 

• Organization.  Group  members  are  able  to  use  time  and  resources  wisely 
and  efficiently. 

Following  is  a list  of  some  of  the  skills  needed  when  working  in  a group. 

• Encourage  others  to  participate. 

• Gonsider  other  people’s  ideas. 

• Disagree  politely. 

• Contribute  without  controlling. 

• Understand  other  people’s  feelings. 

• Recognize  other  people’s  contributions. 

7.  Review  Segment  6:  Parts  1 and  2 of  your  English  Language  Arts  8 Multimedia  CD 
to  look  for  examples  of  the  group-work  skills  the  students  used.  Describe  two  of 
these  examples  in  your  notebook. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  63. 


Go  to  page  1 3 of  Assignment  Booklet  5A  and  respond  to 
questions  2 and  3 of  Section  2. 
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In  this  lesson  you  brainstormed  ways  to  celebrate 
accomplishments.  Then  you  observed  a group  of 
students  develop  a heritage  minute  to  celebrate  the 
accomplishment  of  Wop  May  and  Vic  Horner.  You 
learned  about  storyboarding,  and  you  reflected  on 
the  effectiveness  of  the  group.  In  the  next  lesson  you 
will  read  a short  story  to  explore  a more  personal 
aspect  of  technology  and  medicine. 


Glossary 

Storyboard:  a series  of  drawings  used  in  planning  a movie  or  video 

Suggested  Responses 

1.  Following  are  some  ways  that  individuals  are  recognized  for  their  accomplishments: 

• awards,  honours 

• certificates,  gold  stars,  high  marks 

• newspaper  articles,  profiles,  biographies 

• banquets  or  roasts 

• statues  or  monuments 

• streets,  bridges,  schools,  parks,  arenas,  or  days  named  after  person 

• obituaries 

• letters  or  cards  of  congratulations 

• songs  or  stories 

• movies  or  documentaries 

You  may  have  listed  others. 

2.  a.  The  students’  assignment  was  to  create  a heritage  minute  of  an  important  person  or  event 

from  Alberta’s  history.  The  group  chose  the  mercy  flight  by  Wop  May  and  Vic  Horner  as  the 
topic  for  their  heritage  minute. 

b.  The  purpose  of  their  heritage  minute  was  to  celebrate  the  accomplishment  of  Wop  May  and 
Vic  Horner  by  informing  the  audience  of  the  two  men’s  achievement.  In  1929,  these  two  men 
successfully  flew  a small  airplane  in  subzero  temperatures  to  Fort  Vermilion  in  northern 
Alberta  to  deliver  diphtheria  serum,  which  was  needed  to  prevent  an  outbreak  of  the  disease. 
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3.  To  successfully  plan  their  project,  the  group  took  the  following  steps: 

• discussed  the  meaning  of  a heritage  minute  in  order  to  reach  a group  understanding 

• identified  their  audience  and  what  might  appeal  to  that  audience 

• identified  their  purpose  (to  inform) 

• brainstormed  to  choose  a topic 

• divided  roles  and  responsibilities 

Brainstorming  was  an  important  part  of  planning.  The  students  listened  courteously  to  each 
other’s  ideas  and,  through  discussion,  were  able  to  come  to  agreement  on  the  steps  to  take. 

4.  Storyboards  will  vary.  You  are  not  expected  to  storyboard  the  entire  heritage  minute,  only  two  or 
three  panels  of  the  opening  scene. 

Following  is  an  example: 


• blowing  snow  airplane  , -j-^o  men  shout  to  be  heard 

• sound  of  wind  and  * sound  level  increases  over  wind  and  motor  noise 

approaching  airplane  • blowing  snow  • blowing  snow 

5.  Responses  may  vary.  It  would  appear  that  the  group  did  achieve  its  purpose — to  celebrate  the 
accomplishment  of  Wop  May  and  Vic  Horner  and,  in  doing  so,  to  inform  the  audience  of  an  event 
from  Alberta’s  history. 

It  could,  however,  be  argued  that  the  audience  is  not  given  enough  details  about  the  mission  to  be 
fully  informed  of  the  event. 

6.  The  story  of  Wop  May  and  Vic  Horner  fits  into  “Technology  and  Medicine”  because  “new” 
technology  was  used  to  deliver  medicine  to  the  people  of  Fort  Vermilion.  Without  the  airplane, 
there  would  have  been  no  way  of  getting  the  diphtheria  vaccine  to  Fort  Vermilion  quickly.  Without 
the  vaccine,  there  would  have  been  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  and,  in  all  likelihood,  many  deaths. 
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7.  Examples  may  vary.  Following  are  possibilities: 


• Disagree  politely.  Understand  other  people^s  feelings.  Caitlyn  suggests  the  Frank  Slide  as  a 
topic  for  the  group’s  heritage  minute.  Another  student  points  out  that  the  Frank  Slide  is  not 
really  something  to  celebrate.  He  does  it  politely. 

• Recognize  other  people’s  contributions.  Encourage  others  to  participate.  “Grant  MacEwan 
is  a great  choice.  Is  there  anyone  else  we  can  think  of?” 

• Contribute  without  controlling.  Understand  other  people’s  feelings.  All  of  the  students 
appear  to  make  a sincere  effort  to  contribute  ideas  and  suggestions  for  the  project.  They 
remind  each  other  of  goals,  timelines,  and  so  on  without  “taking  over.”  They  do  not  scoff  at 
the  ideas  of  others;  instead,  they  treat  each  other  with  courtesy  and  respect. 
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Lesson  3:  “A  Close  Match” 


Journal  Entyy  5! 


Note:  This  might 
be  a good  time  to 
review  the  elements 
of  a short  story. 

Go  to  Section  2 of 
Module  3. 


r\ 


Think  about  your  relationship  with  your  brother  or  sister  or  with  a friend. 
How  do  you  feel  about  each  other?  Why?  Do  you  always  feel  the  same  way 
toward  this  other  person?  Make  a list  to  describe  the  emotions  you  feel. 
Then  discuss  the  following  question:  how  can  it  be  that  you  can  have  so 
many  different  feelings  for  the  same  person? 

You  are  going  to  read  a short  story  about  two  sisters  and  their  relationship  with 
each  other — at  least,  the  way  one  sister  views  their  relationship.  The  selection 
contains  all  the  elements  of  a short  story:  conflict,  complications,  interesting 
characters,  theme,  setting,  and  point  of  view. 


Mr.  Charmer:  The  story  is  called  “A  Close  Match.”  Before  you  read  the  story,  take  a 
few  minutes  to  think  about  what  the  title  of  the  story  might  mean. 

Jamal:  When  1 think  of  a close  match,  I think  of  a sporting  event,  like  tennis  or 
soccer.  Some  kind  of  competition. 

Nellen:  WeVe  been  told  the  story  has  to  do  with  the  relationship  between  sisters. 
Sometimes  there  is  competition  between  siblings.  Maybe  the  conflict  in  the 
story  centres  around  the  rivalry  between  the  sisters. 

Peter:  The  journal  entry  at  the  beginning  of  the  lesson  kind  of  hints  at  that. 

Mr.  Charmer:  You’re  good  detectives!  Read  “A  Close  Match”  on  pages  219  to  230  of 
Crossroads  8 to  find  out  if  you’re  right.  When  you’ve  read  the  story,  respond  to 
the  following  questions. 


Note:  This  might 
be  a good  time  to 
review  the  elements 
of  a short  story. 

Go  to  Section  2 of 
Module  3. 
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1.  Do  questions  1.  a.  to  1.  c.  on  page  230  of  Crossroads  8. 


foreshadowing:  a 

writing  device  used 
to  give  a hint  about 
what  is  to  come  in 
a story 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  70. 

When  you  read  the  profile  “The  Mysterious  Contraption,”  you  learned  that  both 
Irene  Joliot-Curie  and  her  mother,  Marie  Curie,  died  of  leukemia  as  a result  of 
exposure  to  radioactive  chemicals  used  in  their  research.  Since  then,  research  has 
shown  how  deadly  it  is  to  be  exposed  to  radioactive  chemicals.  Also  since  then, 
new  discoveries  and  technologies  have  meant  that  leukemia  can  be  treated  more 
successfully.  In  “A  Close  Match,”  Kim’s  mother  mentions  this  when  she  is  telling 
Kim  about  Jennifer  having  leukemia. 

2.  Think  about  the  technology  that  is  mentioned  in  the  story  “A  Close  Match.” 
What  role  does  technology  play  within  the  story? 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  71. 

Effective  Beginnings  Revisited 

To  capture  her  readers’  attention,  Amelie  Welden, 
the  author  of  “A  Mysterious  Contraption,”  used  an 
anecdote  to  begin.  How  do  writers  of  fiction  create 
strong  beginnings?  Following  are  some  strategies 
used  by  storywriters  to  engage  their  readers: 

• Begin  with  a description  of  the  setting  to 
create  a mood. 

• Start  in  the  middle  of  an  action  scene. 

• Open  with  a dialogue  between  two  characters  that  introduces  the  conflict. 

• Introduce  the  main  conflict  through  the  thoughts  of  a character  or  narrator. 

3.  What  method  does  Helen  Dunmore  use  to  begin  “A  Close  Match”? 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  71. 

Foreshadowing 

Were  you  surprised  when  you  discovered  that  something  was  wrong  with  Jennifer? 
Or,  did  you  suspect  something  unusual  might  happen  to  her?  In  “A  Close  Match” 
the  author  uses  foreshadowing  to  warn  us  that  something  might  happen  to 
Jennifer.  Foreshadowing  occurs  when  the  writer  gives  a hint  or  clue  about  what  is 
going  to  happen  later  in  the  story.  The  hint  should  not  be  too  obvious  or  it  Avill  give 
away  the  story’s  plot;  there  will  be  no  suspense. 
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Mr.  Channer:  Do  you  recall  the  dirty  shoelaces  worn  hy  the  nurse  in  the  story  “No 
Matter  What,”  which  you  read  in  Module  3? 

Mario:  Yes,  the  little  brother  mentioned  them  when  he  was  telling  his  sister  about 
the  old  man  dying  in  the  doctor’s  office.  It  isn’t  until  the  end  of  the  story  that  you 
find  out  the  importance  of  the  shoelaces. 

Mr.  Channer:  Right.  The  mention  of  the  shoelaces  is  an  example  of  foreshadowing. 
It  was  a clue  to  the  identity  of  the  “nurse.”  Besides  adding  interest  to  a story, 
foreshadowing  prepares  the  reader  for  the  climax  of  the  story.  It  can  also  be 
used  to  explain  changes  in  a character.  Foreshadowing  is  an  important  element 
in  mysteries  and  suspense  stories.  It  adds  credibility  to  surprise  endings. 

Annette:  I understand  how  foreshadowing  might  prepare  you  for  the  climax  of  a 
story,  but  I’m  not  sure  how  it  explains  changes  in  a character. 

Mr.  Channer:  Most  characters  in  fiction  behave  in  fairly  predictable  ways — like 
most  people  in  real  life.  If  a character  does  something  totally  out  of  the  ordinary 
without  any  explanation,  the  reader  will  probably  not  find  that  character 
believable.  For  example,  an  old  miser  suddenly  starts  giving  away  his  money 
to  the  poor,  but  the  writer  hasn’t  given  any  hint  that  this  change  is  going  to 
take  place.  As  a reader,  I would  find  this  very  odd  and  the  miser’s  behaviour 
completely  out  of  character. 


Annette:  Oh,  I get  it.  Foreshadowing  can  help  to  make  the  character’s  behaviour 
more  plausible. 


Mr.  Channer:  You’ve  got  it! 

For  more  about  this  writing  device,  read  “Foreshadowing”  on  page  219  of  your 
English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 


4.  With  a partner  or  in  a small  group,  reread  “A  Close  Match.”  As  you  read,  look  for 
examples  of  foreshadowing.  Write  your  examples  in  your  notebook. 

Compare  your  examples  with  those  on  page  71. 
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Characterization 


Kim  tells  the  story  “A  Close  Match.”  Although  the  reader  gets  to  know  her  quite 
well,  the  writer  does  not  give  a great  deal  of  direct  information  about  Kim.  How  do 
readers  learn  about  characters? 


Characters  are  revealed  in  the  following  ways: 

• by  what  the  author  tells  readers  directly 

• by  what  the  character  says  (dialogue) 

• by  what  the  character  does  (action) 

• by  the  ways  other  characters  react  to  the  character 

• by  what  other  characters  say 

5.  In  your  notebook  create  a chart  like  the  one  that  follows.  Find  examples  of  each 
characterization  technique  from  “A  Close  Match”  to  complete  the  chart. 


Techniques  Used  to  Reveal 
a Character 

Example 

• the  author  tells  readers  directly 

• dialogue 

/ 

• action 

• other  characters  react  to  the  character 

r 

• what  other  characters  say 

Compare  your  chart  with  the  one  on  page  71. 
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Colloquialisms  and  Regionalisms 


colloquialisms: 

conversational  or 
informal  words  or 
phrases 

Note:  Colloquialism 
is  another  term 
for  colloquial 
expression.  You 
were  introduced 
to  colloquial 
expressions  in 
Module  4:  Section  2. 


regionalisms: 

a word  or 
expression  unique 
to  a particular 
geographic  area 


Mr.  Channer:  The  author  of  “A  Close  Match”  chose  to  use  informal  language 
in  writing  the  story.  The  characters  use  colloquialisms  in  their  speech,  for 
example,  a lot  of  stuff,  a keener.  Why  do  you  think  she  used  this  style? 

Megan:  If  she  used  formal  language,  the  characters  wouldn’t  be  very  believable. 
They  wouldn’t  sound  like  real  people. 

Mr.  Channer:  Good  point.  When  you’re  chatting  with  family  and  friends,  you 
likely  use  colloquialisms — ^words  or  expressions  used  in  informal  situations. 
Colloquial  expressions  are  not  incorrect,  but  they  are  more  suited  to  personal 
language  than  to  technical  language  or  formal  situations. 

Megan:  In  the  story,  why  is  the  word  mom  spelled  with  a “u”  instead  of  an  “o”? 

Mr.  Channer:  Mum  is  the  British  spelling.  There  are  a number  of  words  in  the 
selection  besides  mum  that  suggest  the  author  has  a British  background.  Other 
examples  are  “She  doesn’t  get  into  rages  . . .” 
instead  of  “She  doesn’t  get  mad  . . .”  or  “her 
friends  rang”  instead  of  “her  friends  phoned.” 

Every  geographical  area  has  specialized 
expressions  that  are  well  known  in  one  region 
but  confusing  to  outsiders.  These  expressions 
are  called  regionalisms.  For  example,  a big 
sandwich  might  be  called  a sub,  a hoagie,  or 
a hero  depending  on  which  area  of  Canada  or 
the  United  States  you  come  from.  I’m  sure  you 
can  think  of  other  examples. 

6.  Following  are  a number  of  British  regionalisms  that  were  used  in  the  story 
“A  Close  Match.”  In  your  notebook  write  the  Canadian  equivalent  for  each 
expression.  The  page  number  for  each  expression  is  given  so  you  can  use 
context  clues  to  help  you  determine  the  meanings. 

a.  to  come  in  from  work  (third  paragraph,  page  222) 

b.  cleared  the  kitchen  (third  paragraph,  page  222) 
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c.  back  garden  gate  (last  paragraph,  page  222) 

d.  surgery  time  (third  paragraph,  page  224) 

e.  a trolley  (first  paragraph,  page  230) 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  72. 


Select  a short  dialogue  that  is  written  using  informal  language  from  one  of 
the  short  stories  you  have  read  in  Crossroads  8.  Rewrite  the  passage  using 
formal  language.  How  does  this  change  in  language  affect  the  mood  and 
characterization  of  the  story? 


Journal  Entry  5J 


Point  of  View 


“A  Close  Match”  is  told  from  Kim’s  point  of  view  (first-person  point  of  view).  She  can 
only  reveal  what  she  sees  and  knows  or  thinks.  Kim’s  sister  Jennifer  seldom  speaks, 
so  we  do  not  really  know  what  she  is  thinking  or  what  her  feelings  are  about  her 
illness  or  the  bone  marrow  transplant. 


7.  Would  the  story  have  been  more  effective  if  it  were  told  from  Jennifer’s  point  of 
view?  Why  or  why  not? 


monologue:  a 

scene  or  short  play 
for  one  actor,  often 
written  to  tell  a 
story  or  to  show 
character 


8.  Imagine  you  are  Jennifer.  Write  a monologue  (a  long  speech  by  one  person)  in 
which  you  express  your  feelings.  Talk  about  one  of  the  following: 

• your  feelings  when  you  were  diagnosed  with  leukemia 

• your  illness  and  its  impact  on  your  family 

• your  feelings  about  the  bone  marrow  transplant  and  Kim  as  the  donor 


When  creating  your  monologue,  consider  the  following: 


• What  will  the  character’s  voice  sound  like? 

• What  facial  expressions  or  gestures  might  she  use? 

• How  can  you  create  an  effective  beginning? 

• Will  you  use  informal  language  and  colloquialisms? 

To  hear  an  example  of  a monologue,  listen  to  “The  Winner”^  on  Track  3 of  your 
English  Language  Arts  8 Audio  CD  2. 

You  will  be  asked  in  your  Assignment  Booklet  to  record  your  monologue  and 
submit  it  for  assessment. 


For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  72. 


' Peg  Kehret,  “The  Winner,”  Sightlines  ZAudio  Pack.  2000  Prentice  Hall-Pearson  Education.  Reproduced  by 
permission. 
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. 

Co  to  page  1 5 of  Assignment  Booklet  5A  and  respond  to 
question  4 of  Section  2. 

■■  ^ 


In  this  lesson  you  continued  your  look  at  medicine  and 
technology  by  reading  the  short  story  "A  Close  Match." 
You  saw  how  foreshadowing  can  be  used  to  add  interest 
and  plausibility  to  a story.  You  learned  some  strategies  for 
writing  effective  beginnings,  reviewed  characterization, 
and  explored  using  colloquialisms  and  regionalisms.  As 
well,  you  wrote  and  recorded  a monologue. 


Glossary 


colloquialisms:  conversational  or  informal  monologue:  a scene  or  short  play  for  one 

words  or  phrases  actor,  often  written  to  tell  a story  or  to  show 

character 

foreshadowing:  a writing  device  used  to  give  a 

hint  about  what  is  to  come  in  a story  regionalisms:  a word  or  expression  unique  to  a 

particular  geographic  area 


Suggested  Responses 

1.  Question  1.  a.  of  Crossroads  8:  Kim  is  very  aware  of  the  differences  between  her  and  her  sister. 
She  is  envious  and  jealous  of  Jennifer.  The  relationship  appears  to  change  when  Jennifer  becomes 
ill.  Jennifer’s  inactivity  and  listlessness — a result  of  the  illness — lead  to  Kim  being  the  one  who  is 
depended  upon  and  to  her  realization  that  she  and  her  sister  are  very  connected  and  alike. 

Question  1.  b.  of  Crossroads  8:  Rather  than  giving  direct  descriptions  of  Kim’s  feelings,  the  author 
gives  clues  for  the  reader  to  infer  how  Kim  feels.  It  is  not  directly  stated,  but  there  is  a suggestion 
that,  although  Kim  envies  Jennifer,  she  is  also  proud  of  Jennifer.  It  is  possible  to  feel  close  to 
someone  one  moment  and  not  the  next.  Kim  feels  angry,  frightened,  and  confused  as  she  figures 
out  how  she  feels  about  Jennifer.  This  is  a very  natural  reaction. 

Question  1.  c.  of  Crossroads  8:  The  statement  is  ironic  because  the  sisters  are  much  more  alike 
than  anyone  realizes.  Outwardly  the  girls  appear  to  be  very  different,  but  genetically  they  are  very 
much  alike.  In  fact,  genetically,  they  are  a closer  match  than  other  family  members. 


70  English  Language  Arts  8:  Module  5 


2.  Following  are  some  of  the  technologies  that  were  mentioned  in  the  story: 


• washing  machine 

• CD  player  and  CDs 

• books,  magazines 

• running  water 

• telephone 


• radio 

• blood  tests 

• chemotherapy 

• medical  research 

• bone  marrow  transplant 


The  role  of  technology  within  the  story  was  very  important.  Without  the  medical  technology,  such 
as  blood  tests,  chemotherapy,  and  bone  marrow  transplants,  the  story  could  not  take  place.  The 
conflict  and  complications  within  the  plot  of  the  story  are  developed  around  medical  technology. 

3.  To  begin  “A  Close  Match,”  Helen  Dunmore  introduces  the  main  conflict  through  the  thoughts  of 
a character  (Kim).  At  first  glance,  it  appears  that  she  begins  the  story  with  a dialogue.  In  this  case, 
however,  the  dialogue  is  part  of  Kim’s  thoughts. 

4.  To  be  effective,  foreshadowing  should  not  be  too  obvious;  otherwise,  it  will  give  away  the  plot. 
Sometimes,  it  is  not  until  you  get  to  the  end  of  a story  that  you  realize  there  were  hints  as  to  the 
outcome.  This  is  especially  true  of  mystery  or  suspense  stories.  In  ‘A  Close  Match,”  you  may  have 
suspected  that  something  was  going  to  happen  to  lennifer  because  at  the  beginning  of  the  story, 
she  seems  almost  too  perfect.  Also,  when  she  does  not  want  to  do  anything,  it  is  out  of  character 
for  her.  You  probably  wonder  why  she  changes.  The  title  of  the  story  is  another  example  of 
foreshadowing.  You  may  have  others. 


5.  Following  are  examples  of  each  characterization  technique  from  “A  Close  Match.”  You  may  have 
noticed  others. 


Techniques  Used  to  Reveal 
a Character 

Example 

• the  author  tells  readers  directly 

“lennifer  was  tall  and  fair,  and  I was  short  and 
dark.” 

• dialogue 

The  dialogue  Kim  has  with  her  mother  about  the 
bone  marrow  transplant  (page  227)  reveals  that 

Kim  is  frightened. 

• action 

Kim  donates  her  bone  marrow  to  lennifer.  This 
shows  how  much  she  really  loves  her  sister. 

• other  characters  react  to  the  character 

People  react  with  surprise  when  they  discover 

Kim  and  lennifer  are  sisters  because  the  girls  are 
so  different.  The  implication  is  lennifer  is  perfect. 
Kim  is  jealous. 

• what  other  characters  say 

Kim’s  mother  says,  “I  expect  to  have  to  chase  after 

Kim  when  it’s  her  turn ” (page  222).  This  tells 

the  reader  that  Kim  is  not  very  responsible. 

f 
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6.  Some  of  the  regionalisms  used  may  be  unfamiliar  to  you,  but  you  should  be  able  to  use  context 
clues  to  figure  out  the  meanings. 

a.  to  come  in  from  work:  to  come  home  from  work 

b.  cleared  the  kitchen:  washed  the  dishes 

c.  back  garden  gate:  backyard  gate 

d.  surgery  time:  doctor’s  office  hours  or  clinic  hours 

e.  a trolley:  a stretcher  or  gurney 

7.  Responses  will,  of  course,  be  personal  opinions.  Be  sure  your  response  clearly  explains  your  point 
of  view. 

8.  Was  it  difficult  or  easy  for  you  to  relate  to  Jennifer  and  her  feelings  about  her  illness?  Were  you  able 
to  use  past  experiences  of  your  own  to  help  you  relate  to  the  character?  Past  experience  can  be 
gained  from  reading,  viewing,  or  listening  as  well  as  actual  participation  or  personal  experience. 

What  technique  did  you  use  to  open  your  monologue?  Remember,  you  want  to  engage  the  interest 
of  your  audience  with  your  opening  lines.  Thinking  about  the  facial  expressions  or  gestures 
your  character  might  use  will  help  you  to  put  feeling  into  your  words  when  you  perform  your 
monologue — even  if  your  audience  only  hears  you. 

Did  you  use  informal  language  and  colloquialisms?  Were  you  able  to  keep  the  same  tone  as  that 
used  in  “A  Close  Match”? 

If  possible,  perform  your  monologue  for  a small  group  or  partner.  You  may  wish  to  use  props  to 
help  set  the  atmosphere. 
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Technology  has  had  a huge  impact  on  medicine. 
Technological  developments  have  made  possible 
new  and  more  effective  ways  of  treating  illnesses 
and  injuries.  These  technologies  range  from  new 
diagnostic  tools  to  better-equipped  ambulances.  In 
this  section  you  explored  three  very  different  texts 
that  dealt  with  very  different  medical  technologies. 
Despite  their  differences,  all  three  texts  show  how 
people  benefit  from  medical  technology. 


In  Lesson  1 you  learned  about  profiles  by  reading 
of  Irene  Joliot-Curie’s  accomplishments.  You 
examined  ways  of  organizing  information  in  a 
piece  of  writing,  and  you  discovered  how  anecdotes 
can  be  used  to  create  an  effective  beginning  for  a 
profile.  You  were  able  to  use  these  ideas  to  write  a 
profile  of  a scientist  who  interests  you.  You  watched 
multimedia  segments  in  Lesson  2 to  observe  a 
group  of  students  create  a heritage  minute  that 
celebrated  the  accomplishment  of  Wop  May  and 
Vic  Horner.  You  explored  storyboarding,  and 
you  reflected  on  working  effectively  in  a group. 

In  Lesson  3 you  read  a short  story  to  continue 
your  examination  of  medicine  and  technology. 

In  reading  and  responding  to  “A  Close  Match,” 
you  discovered  how  foreshadowing  can  be  used 
to  add  interest  and  plausibility  to  a story.  As  well, 
you  received  some  strategies  for  writing  effective 
beginnings,  reviewed  characterization,  and  explored  using  colloquialisms  and  regionalisms.  You 
concluded  the  lesson  by  writing  and  recording  a monologue. 


In  the  next  section  you  will  continue  your  exploration  of  technology  in  our  world  by  investigating  the 
impact  of  technologies  on  the  environment. 
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Section  5 

( 


Technology  and  the  Environment 


Is  technology  a threat  to  the  environment?  Or,  is  it  helpful  to  the  environment?  If  technology  is 
harmful  to  the  environment,  what  can  be  done  about  it?  In  what  way  is  technology  helpful  to  the 
environment?  What  can  you,  as  an  individual,  do  to  try  to  help  the  environment?  These  are  questions 
you  will  be  asked  to  think  about  in  this  section. 

Most  people  are  aware  of  environmental  issues.  Articles  about  the  impact  of  pesticides  and  herbicides 
on  water  sources,  air  pollution  from  cars,  or  the  destruction  of  forests  can  be  heard  on  the  radio,  read 
in  magazines  and  newspapers,  or  seen  on  television  documentaries.  Of  course,  not  all  stories  about 
technology  and  the  environment  are  negative.  There  are  also  articles  about  technology  helping  the 
environment.  You  will  read  and  respond  to  such  an  article  in  Lesson  1 of  this  section.  In  Lesson  2 you 
will  explore  a poem  and  paintings  to  consider  a different  viewpoint. 

As  you  work  through  the  lessons  in  Section  3,  you  will  respond  critically  to  different  texts,  examine 
author  bias,  practise  your  previewing  skills,  discover  a Canadian  artist,  and  create  a postcard.  You 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  exchange  ideas  about  technology  and  the  environment  and  to  reflect  on 
others’  viewpoints  on  this  topic.  By  exploring  diverse  ideas  you  will  be  better  able  to  develop  your 
opinions  and  understanding. 


74  English  Language  Arts  8:  Module  5 


Much  of  what  we  read  or  hear  about  environmental  issues  has  to  do  with  how 
technology  harms  our  environment.  In  this  lesson  you  are  going  to  read  an  article 
about  how  technology  can  help  the  environment.  Have  you  ever  thought  about 
how  you  as  an  individual  can  use  technology  to  try  to  help  the  environment? 

1.  In  a small  group  or  with  a partner,  brainstorm  ways  that  individuals  might  use 
technology  to  help  the  environment. 

Compare  your  ideas  with  those  on  page  80. 

The  article  you  are  about  to  read  is  called  “On  the  Trail  to  a Greener  Future.”  It 
begins  on  page  21 1 of  Crossroads  8.  You  may  find  some  of  the  words  or  phrases 
within  the  article  challenging. 


. 2.  Before  you  read  the  article,  scan  it  to  find  the  following  words.  Try  to  figure 

out  the  meaning  of  each  word  or  phrase  using  context  clues.  If  you  still  have 
I difficulty,  look  up  the  words  in  a dictionary. 


• commuting  • accommodating 

• reduced  congestion  • bike- advocacy  issues 

• amenities 


For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  80. 
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When  you  have  finished  previewing  the  vocabulary,  read  the  article  to  find  out  if 
it  answers  the  question,  “How  can  technology  help  us  to  save  the  planet?”  As  you 
read,  flag  any  other  words  or  phrases  you  have  difficulty  with  so  that  you  can  add 
them  to  your  vocabulary  log. 

Use  the  information  from  “On  the  Trail  to  a Greener  Future”  to  respond  to  the 
following  questions. 

3.  Do  questions  1.  a.  to  1.  e.  on  page  213  of  Crossroads  8. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  80. 

Author  Bias 


Ms.  Elias:  Do  you  know  what  is  meant  by  the  term  author  biasl 


bias:  a preference, 
especially  one  that 
makes  it  difficult  to 
judge  impartially 


Nellen:  I know  what  an  author  is,  but  Tm  not  sure  what  bias  means. 
Peter:  Doesn’t  it  have  to  do  with  an  author’s  viewpoint  or  beliefs? 


Ms.  Elias:  You’re  on  the  right  track.  A bias  is  a preference  or  an  inclination  for 
or  against  something.  We  all  have  biases.  For  example,  while  I like  dogs  in 
general,  I have  a preference  for  cocker  spaniels.  You  might  say  that  I am  biased 
toward  cocker  spaniels.  Author  bias  is  the  viewpoint  that  the  writer  holds.  This 
viewpoint  affects  the  way  the  piece  is  written.  My  bias  toward  this  breed  of  dog 
probably  won’t  have  much  effect  on  anything.  In  some  situations,  however,  a 
bias  makes  it  difficult  to  judge  fairly  or  impartially. 


Recognizing  Bias 

Most  articles  have  some  degree  of  bias.  Biased  writing  tries  to  give  the  reader  a push 
toward  seeing  the  subject  the  way  the  writer  does.  Bias  in  a piece  of  writing  is  not 
necessarily  a bad  thing.  The  important  thing  is  that  you,  as  a reader,  are  aware  that 
the  writing  is  slanted  toward  a particular  viewpoint. 
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Following  are  questions  you  can  ask  to  help  you  recognize  bias  in  a piece  of  writing. 


subjective:  based 
on  individual 
judgement  or 
feelings 


objective: 

influenced  by  facts, 
not  feelings  or 
personal  prejudices 


• What  is  the  author’s  purpose?  Is  it  to  present  factual  information?  Or,  is  the 
author  giving  his  or  her  opinion?  If  the  author  is  presenting  an  opinion  or 
trying  to  persuade  the  reader,  the  writing  may  be  subjective. 

• What  is  the  writer’s  background?  Is  there  a reason  for 
the  writer  to  take  a particular  side?  For  example,  if  you 
are  reading  an  article  titled  “Protecting  the  Grizzly’s 
Home”  by  a member  of  the  World  Wildlife  Fund,  you 
should  watch  for  a bias  in  favour  of  preserving  the 
natural  habitat  of  grizzly  bears. 

• Does  the  article  give  more  than  one  side  of  the  story?  Are  different  points  of 
view  expressed,  and  are  they  treated  equally?  Is  the  writing  objective? 

• Does  the  writer  use  loaded  words?  Loaded  words  trigger  emotional  responses. 
Look  at  the  following  sentences  to  see  how  loaded  words  give  very  different 
impressions  of  the  same  people. 

- A group  of  freedom  fighters  rested  in  the  courtyard. 

- A gang  of  terrorists  occupied  the  courtyard. 

• Does  the  writing  contain  stereotypes?  A stereotype  is  a simplistic  and  often 
prejudiced  view  of  someone  or  something.  Age,  gender,  ethnic  group  or  race, 
and  appearance  are  often  the  basis  for  stereotypes.  For  example,  a person  who 
has  several  tattoos  may  be  stereotyped  as  being  involved  in  criminal  activities. 
But  many  people  who  have  tattoos  are  law-abiding  citizens.  Every  person 
should  be  considered  as  an  individual. 


The  author  of  “On  the  Trail  to  a Greener  Future”  has  clearly  stated  her  bias  and 
supports  it  with  factual  information  and  sound  reasoning. 


4.  Identify  two  ways  in  which  the  author  of  “On  the  Trail  to  a Greener  Future” 
states  her  preference  for  bicycles  over  cars.  Be  as  specific  as  possible. 


5.  In  a small  group,  review  one  of  the  following  texts  for  author  bias. 

• “Feeling  Good,  Looking  Great” 

• “Learn  with  BOOK” 

• “Hear  Every  Word” 


Eocus  your  discussion  on  the  following  questions: 


• What  is  the  author’s  bias?  Is  it  obvious? 

• What  evidence  is  there  in  the  text  of  the  bias  held  by  the  author?  Is  this 
bias  supported  by  facts? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  81. 
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Exchanging  Ideas 


In  the  preceding  question,  you  were  asked  to 
discuss  author  bias  with  a small  group.  Considering 
the  ideas  of  others  is  a good  way  of  extending  your 
understanding.  Exchanging  ideas  and  opinions 
helps  to  clarify  your  thoughts  and  understanding. 


6.  Do  question  2 on  page  213  of  Crossroads  8. 


7.  With  a partner  or  in  a small  group,  brainstorm  a list  of  inventions.  Then  have 
each  person  choose  the  invention  that  he  or  she  thinks  was  the  most  important 
in  the  history  of  humankind.  What  fulfilled  the  purpose  before  each  invention 
occurred?  Discuss  each  other’s  choices. 

For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  81. 
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If  you  were  a scientist  working  on  ways  to  ensure  a “greener  future,”  what 
would  you  want  to  focus  your  work  on?  Why? 


Environment  in  the  News 


The  news  media — newspapers,  radio,  and 
television — are  an  important  source  of  information 
about  environmental  concerns.  We  learn  about  such 
things  as  oil  spills,  controversy  over  development  of 
mines  or  dams,  destruction  of  old  growth  forests,  and 
air  and  water  pollution  through  newspaper  articles 
and  radio  and  television  newscasts  and  programs. 
How  are  such  issues  dealt  with  in  the  media?  Are  the 
reports  unbiased? 

The  question  that  follows  provides  you  with  an 
opportunity  to  see  how  environmental  issues  are 
handled  in  the  news.  It  requires  a bit  of  planning  on 
your  part  because  it  takes  place  over  a week.  You  will 
use  your  findings  in  your  assignment  for  this  lesson. 


78 


English  Language  Arts  8:  Module  5 


Note:  You  may  find 
it  helpful  to  go  to 
your  Assignment 
Booklet  and  read 
the  assignment  for 
this  lesson  before 
you  respond  to 
question  8. 


8.  Check  newspapers  and  radio  and  television  newscasts  for  a week,  looking  and 
listening  for  references  to  environmental  issues.  Make  a record  of  each  issue 
that  was  reported  on.  Your  record  should  include  the  following: 

• location  of  the  issue 

• the  details 

• the  key  players  (individuals  and/or  organizations) 

• any  bias  shown 


For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  82. 

Portfolio  Hem  SQ 


Look  for  examples  of  messages  about  environmental  issues  in  logos, 
promotions,  or  ads.  Choose  one  that  appeals  to  you,  or  make  up  a message 
of  your  own,  and  create  a button  that  displays  the  message. 


In  Canada,  the  Environmental  Technology  Centre — a part  of  Environment 
Canada — is  responsible  for  environmental  protection  programs.  You  can  learn 
about  ETC,  as  it  is  called,  at  the  following  website: 

• Environment  Canada,  Environmental  Technology  Centre 

http;//www.etcentre.org/etchome_e.html 


Co  to  page  1 of  Assignment  Booklet  5B  and  respond  to 
question  1 of  Section  3. 

V ■ ^ 


In  this  lesson  you  read  and  responded  to  an  article  that 
showed  one  way  technology  can  help  the  environment. 
You  practised  a pre-reading  strategy  that  you  can  use  for 
texts  with  challenging  vocabulary,  and  you  were  given 
some  tips  for  recognizing  author  bias.  You  also  discovered 
how  exchanging  ideas  can  extend  your  understanding.  In 
the  next  lesson  you  will  consider  technology  and  the 
environment  from  a different  perspective. 
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Glossary 


bias:  a preference,  especially  one  that  makes  it  subjective:  based  on  individual  judgement  or 
difficult  to  judge  impartially  feelings 

objective:  influenced  by  facts,  not  feelings  or 
personal  prejudices 

Suggested  Responses 

1.  Following  are  possible  ways  that  individuals  might  use  technology  to  help  the  environment: 

• e-mailing  rather  than  using  paper 

• biking  instead  of  driving 

• composting  instead  of  putting  “vegetation  waste”  in  the  garbage 

• recycling  plastics  rather  than  dumping  them  in  landfills 

You  may  have  thought  of  others. 

2.  Were  you  able  to  use  context  clues  to  figure  out  the  meanings  of  the  words  in  the  list?  Think  about 
how  the  word  or  phrase  is  being  used.  Look  for  information  in  the  surrounding  sentences  that  will 
help  you  to  understand  the  meaning.  Sometimes  you  need  to  go  to  an  earlier  paragraph. 

3.  Question  1 . a.  of  Crossroads  8:  Following  are  reasons  for  local  businesses  to  encourage  bicycling: 

• supports  environmental  concerns 

• means  less  traffic  and  more  parking  areas  near  their  businesses 

• increases  employee  health,  which  results  in  more  productive  employees 

Question  1.  b.  of  Crossroads  8:  The  statistics  in  the  article  indicate  that  biking  is  more  common  in 
areas  with  milder  temperatures,  for  example,  Victoria,  B.C.  Winter  weather  makes  cycling  difficult 
in  many  parts  of  Canada. 

Question  1.  c.  of  Crossroads  8:  The  benefits  of  increased  bicycle  use  listed  by  the  article  include 
improved  physical  fitness,  wiser  land  use,  cleaner  air,  fewer  expenses,  and  less  traffic  congestion. 
People  and  the  environment  both  benefit  from  increased  bicycle  use.  Disadvantages  are  a higher 
risk  for  accidents  involving  cars  and  bicycles  or  pedestrians  and  bicycles. 

Question  1.  d.  of  Crossroads  8:  Responses  will  be  personal  opinion.  Was  your  opinion  influenced 
by  the  arguments  presented  in  the  article? 
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Question  1.  e.  of  Crossroads  8:  Following  are  factors  that  need  to  be  considered  when  choosing  to 
ride  a bike  to  school  or  work: 

• travel  distance 

• weather  conditions 

• personal  health 

• condition  and  safety  of  roads 

• facilities  for  parking  bicycles 

• facilities  for  showering/ changing 

4.  Ways  in  which  the  author  of  “On  the  Trail  to  a Greener  Future”  states  her  preference  for  bicycles 
over  cars  include  the  following: 

• She  gives  specific  benefits  for  biking. 

• She  uses  loaded  words  to  point  out  negative  aspects  of  automobiles,  for  example,  “horns 
blow,  exhaust  pipes  belch  fumes.” 

• She  uses  statistics  from  Bicycling  magazine  and  Statistics  Canada  to  support  her  view. 

• She  repeatedly  emphasizes  how  biking  can  help  the  environment. 

5.  Discussions  will,  of  course,  vary.  Following  are  one  group’s  thoughts  on  each  text: 

• “Feeling  Good,  Looking  Great”:  The  author  is  biased  toward  the  idea  that  people  who  feel 
good  about  themselves  look  good  too.  You  need  to  read  halfway  through  the  article  before 
you  find  out  the  author’s  bias.  The  author  uses  statistics  from  a magazine  survey  to  support 
her  view.  The  profile  at  the  end  of  the  article  also  supports  the  author’s  bias. 

• “Learn  with  BOOK”:  The  author  is  biased  toward  books.  The  writing  describes  only  positive 
points  about  BOOK.  Because  the  text  is  a satire,  the  writer’s  bias  is  obvious.  The  qualities 
that  the  writer  attributes  to  BOOK  are,  in  reality,  qualities  of  books.  The  writer’s  bias  is  not 
supported  by  facts  in  the  traditional  sense. 

• “Hear  Every  Word”:  It  is  obvious  that  the  author  is  biased  toward  poetry  because  he  only 
discusses  the  benefits  of  reading  poetry.  The  text  is  subjective  because  it  conveys  the  author’s 
own  feelings  about  poetry.  There  is  no  factual  evidence  to  support  his  bias. 

6.  Question  2 of  Crossroads  8:  Charts  will  vary.  Following  is  one  group’s  response: 


Technologies  That  Help 
the  Environment 

Technologies  That  Harm 
the  Environment 

• composters 

• biodegradable  products 

• non-aerosol  sprays 

• recycled  materials 

• landfill  sites 

• aerosols 

• pesticides,  herbicides 

• Styrofoam  containers 
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Did  you  notice  that  one  person’s  contribution  had  a “spin-off”  effect,  that  is,  one  idea  often  led 
to  others?  This  is  one  of  the  advantages  of  exchanging  ideas;  someone  else  may  come  up  with 
something  that  you  had  not  thought  about  or  that  helps  your  understanding  of  a subject. 

What  conclusion  did  your  group  come  to?  Most  likely,  you  discovered  that  few  technologies  are  all 
bad  or  all  good. 

7.  Was  there  a consensus  as  to  which  is  the  “top”  invention?  Did  you  notice  that  many  of  the  choices 
were  outgrowths  or  extensions  of  earlier  technologies? 

8.  What  issues  were  reported  during  the  week?  Were  they  new  issues  or  ongoing  concerns?  How 
much  time  or  space  was  given  to  the  issue?  Was  more  than  one  viewpoint  shown?  Was  there  an 
obvious  bias? 

Did  the  type  of  report  affect  the  viewpoint?  For  example,  an  editorial  or  opinion  column  is  not  as 
likely  to  present  an  objective  picture  as  a factual  news  report. 
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Lesson  2:  Considering  the  Ideas  of  Others 
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legacy:  something 
that  has  been 
handed  down  by  a 
predecessor 


What  impact  have  previous  generations  had  on  the  Earth?  What  has  been 
their  legacy  to  us?  What  should  be  our  legacy  to  future  generations? 


“The  Elders  Are  Watching” 


Turn  to  page  244  of  Crossroads  8 and  preview  the  text  “The  Elders  Are  Watching.” 
Consider  the  title  of  the  poem  and  the  artwork  that  accompany  the  poem.  What  do 
you  predict  the  theme  will  be?  Who  might  the  Elders  be?  Who  and  what  might  they 
be  watching?  How  might  the  Elders  feel  about  what  they  see? 

Listen  to  “The  Elders  Are  Watching”^  on  Track  4 of  your  English  Language  Arts  8 
Audio  CD  2.  Follow  along  in  your  textbook  as  you  listen  to  the  poem.  Read  or  listen 
to  the  poem  a second  time  to  see  if  your  predictions  were  accurate. 


About  the  Poet — David  Bouchard 


David  Bouchard  is  an  educator,  author,  and  public  speaker  from  British  Columbia. 
On  his  web  page,  he  tells  readers,  “As  a boy,  I was  a reluctant  reader.  As  a man,  I 
am  still  not  a strong  reader  but  I love  to  read.  I did  not  begin  reading  for  pleasure 
until  I was  27. 1 could  read  but  I was  a poor  reader.  I chose  not  to  read  at  all.  Today,  I 
champion  literacy.  I write  poetry  and  picture  books.  I have  over  two  dozen  exciting 
titles  and  others  in  the  making.” 


' David  Bouchard,  The  Elders  Are  Watching  {Vsincouvev,  Raincoast  Books,  1997).  Reproduced  by  permission. 
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You  can  visit  David  Bouchard’s  website  at  the  following  address: 

http://www.davidbouchard.com/nicky.html 

David  Bouchard  collaborates  with  artists  to  create  award-winning  picture  books 
that  appeal  to  readers  of  all  ages. 

About  the  Artist — Roy  Henry  Vickers 

Roy  Henry  Vickers  grew  up  on  a reserve  on  Kitkatla  Island  in  northern  British 
Columbia.  A well-known  Tsimshian  artist,  he  studied  at  the  Gitanmaax  School  of 
Northwest  Coast  Indian  Art.  His  love  for  his  Native  heritage  and  his  reverence  for 
nature  is  evident  in  his  work.  Vickers  is  recognized  for  his  graphic  style,  clean  lines, 
and  use  of  vibrant  colours.  You  can  learn  more  about  Roy  Henry  Vickers  and  view 
some  of  his  artwork  at  the  following  website: 

http;//www.royhenryvickers.com/ 

When  David  Bouchard  first  saw  the  work  of  artist  Roy  Henry  Vickers,  he  was 
strongly  affected  by  Vickers’  perception  of  Canada’s  rugged  West  Coast  and  his 
respect  for  nature.  David  Bouchard  and  Roy  Henry  Vickers  worked  together 
to  create  “The  Elders  Are  Watching.”  Vickers’  images  and  Bouchard’s  poetry 
complement  each  other.  Respond  to  “The  Elders  Are  Watching”  by  doing  the 
following  questions. 

1.  Do  questions  1.  a.  to  1.  d.  on  page  248  of  Crossroads  8. 

2.  Artist  Roy  Henry  Vickers  has  said,  “I  am  living  and  painting  today  but  I want 
people  to  see  my  past,  my  roots,  the  old  ways  in  my  paintings.”  Examine 
Vickers’  paintings  in  “The  Elders  Are  Watching.”  How  well  do  you  think  he  has 
achieved  his  goal?  Write  your  reaction  to  Vickers’  art  and  to  his  goal. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  86. 
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If  you  were  an  Elder,  what  would  you 
watch  for?  Would  you  keep  an  eye  on  the 
environment,  or  is  there  another  concern 
that  you  would  monitor? 
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Mr.  Channer:  You’ve  been  considering  technology  and  the  environment  from  a 
different  point  of  view — from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Elders.  How  does  this 
consideration  affect  your  understanding  of  technology  and  the  environment? 

Megan:  It  makes  me  realize  that  not  everyone  sees  technology  the  same  way. 

Some  people  see  it  as  a destructive  thing  because  of  what  has  happened  to  the 
environment.  The  Elders  are  reminding  us  of  how  important  nature  is. 

Mr.  Channer:  The  poem  does  give  a strong  environmental  message.  It  raises  an 
awareness  of  environmental  concerns. 

Mario:  I think  Megan  is  right.  The  Elders  in  the  poem  help  me  to  understand  that 
different  people  have  different  points  of  view. 

Mr.  Channer:  You’ve  summed  it  up  nicely! 

^ 

Co  to  page  3 of  Assignment  Booklet  5B  and  respond  to 

questions  2 and  3 of  Section  3. 

— J 


this  lesson  you  read  the  poem  "The  Elders  Are 
Watching."  Through  the  imagery  of  the  poem 
and  the  accompanying  artwork,  you  considered 
the  ideas  of  others  to  extend  your  understanding 
of  technology  and  the  environment. 
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Suggested  Responses 

1.  Question  1.  a.  of  Crossroads  8:  The  poem  is  a plea  by  the  Elders  to  take  care  of  the  land. 

In  the  poem  “they”  could  be  Native  Elders,  or  “they”  could  be  spirits  of  all  of  the  people  of  the 
world  who  have  left  the  Earth.  “You”  might  mean  the  individual  reader  or  all  of  the  people  who 
remain  on  Earth. 

Question  1.  b.  of  Crossroads  8:  Responses  will  depend  on  individual  preference.  Be  sure  to  explain 
why  the  images  you  selected  appeal  to  you. 

Question  1.  c.  of  Crossroads  8:  The  reason  for  the  change  in  tone  is  that  the  speaker  recognizes 
that  some  people  are  trying  to  improve  the  world  by  protecting  the  environment.  The  change  in 
tone  shows  there  is  hope  for  the  world.  The  change  is  believable;  people  generally  have  hope  for 
the  future. 

Question  1.  d.  of  Crossroads  8:  The  poem  is  made  up  of  four-line  stanzas  with  an  abcb  rhyme 
scheme  and  a fairly  regular  rhythm.  The  italicized  stanza  is  repeated  somewhat  like  a chorus. 

Responses  to  whether  understanding  the  structure  of  the  poem  helps  you  to  interpret  the  poem 
will  be  personal.  Be  sure  you  explain  your  response.  Following  is  one  student’s  response: 

Recognizing  that  the  stanzas  in  italics  were  like  a repeated  chorus  emphasized  the  Elders’ 
message.  It  helped  me  to  “hear”  the  Elders’  plea — take  care  of  the  land. 

2.  Responses  will  vary.  Following  is  one  student’s  reaction: 

I think  artist  Roy  Henry  Vickers  has  achieved  his  goal.  When  I look  at  the  artwork  for  the  poem 
“The  Elders  Are  Watching,”  I can  see  evidence  of  Vickers’  heritage  and  of  the  old  ways.  I think  his 
goal  is  very  worthwhile  because  through  his  paintings,  people  can  gain  a better  understanding  of 
his  heritage. 

I really  liked  the  style  of  Vickers’  paintings.  I especially  liked  the  one  on  page  247  of  Crossroads  8. 

It  gives  an  impression  of  the  magnificence  of  the  mountains.  I liked  the  suggestion  of  the  eagle  in 
the  rocks  keeping  watch  to  see  that  the  land  is  being  respected. 
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Is  technology  a threat  to  our  natural  environment?  Can  we  use  technology  to  save  our  natural 
environment  for  future  generations?  How  can  you  decide  on  an  answer  to  questions  like  these?  In 
this  section  you  discovered  that  different  people  have  different  viewpoints  about  technology  and  the 
environment.  You  also  discovered  that  in  order  to  develop  your  own  opinions  and  understanding  of 
this  issue,  it  is  important  to  explore  diverse  ideas. 

In  Lesson  1 you  read  an  article,  “On  the  Trail  to  a Greener  Future,”  which  showed  one  way  that 
technology  can  help  the  environment.  The  author  of  this  article  made  it  clear  that  she  was  biased 
toward  using  bicycles  instead  of  automobiles.  You  learned  that  author  bias  is  not  necessarily  a bad 
thing,  but  as  a critical  reader  it  is  important  to  be  aware  of  it.  You  were  given  some  tips  for  recognizing 
author  bias.  In  Lesson  2 you  considered  technology  and  the  environment  from  a different  perspective. 
“The  Elders  Are  Watching”  presented  a plea  on  behalf  of  the  Elders  to  take  care  of  our  natural 
environment.  Using  powerful  imagery  and  a regular  rhythm  in  his  poem,  writer  David  Bouchard 
conveyed  a strong  environmental  message.  You  also  explored  artwork  by  Roy  Henry  Vickers,  which 
supported  the  poem  “The  Elders  Are  Watching.” 

You  probably  have  not  reached  any  firm  conclusions  about  technology  and  the  environment.  You 
should,  however,  recognize  the  veilue  of  considering  the  ideas  and  opinions  of  others  in  developing 
your  viewpoints. 
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Module  Summary 


( 


In  this  module  you  examined  the  impact  that  technologies 
have  on  individual  lives,  on  society,  and  on  our 
environment.  You  considered  both  negative  and  positive 
aspects  of  technology.  You  began  the  module  with  an 
exploration  of  past  and  present  technology.  Then  you 
investigated  how  some  medical  advances  in  technology 
affect  individuals  and  society.  Finally,  you  considered 
how  different  people  view  the  impact  of  technology  on 
the  environment. 

In  working  through  this  module  you  did  the  following: 


responded  to  a variety  of  texts 
wrote  a memoir 
practised  descriptive  writing 
explored  two  kinds  of  essays — personal  and  photo 
planned  a personal  website 
wrote  a profile 
developed  a storyboard 
reflected  on  group  processes 
presented  a monologue 
created  a postcard 

learned  about  satire,  foreshadowing,  and  author  bias 
reviewed  commas,  prefixes,  sentence  variety,  and  point  of  view 

considered  a variety  of  ideas,  feelings,  and  experiences  regarding  technology  in  our  world 


You  have  accomplished  a great  deal  in  this  module.  Celebrate  your  accomplishments! 
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